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Tfyou  shalt  remember  all  the  way  which  the  Lord  tfyy 
God  led  thee  these  [fifty]  years  -  -  -  Jo  humble  tbiee ,  and  to 
prove  thee ,  to  know  wliat  was  in  thine  heart ,  whether  t^ou  would- 
est  keep  his  commandments ,  or  no. — Deut.  vm.  2. 


The  work  of  Grace  Church  parish  opened  most 
auspiciously  fifty  years  ago.  Lyons  was  then  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  most  promising  towns  in  the  new 
and  rapidly  growing  state  of  Iowa.  To  be  sure,  in 

that  same  summer  of  1855,  in  a  dis- 
Lyons  In  agreement  concerning  rival  railroad 
1855.  projects,  a  new  town  had  been  laid  out 
two  miles  below  on  the  river,  and  named 
Clinton,  but  the  future  significance  of  this  movement 
was  not  appreciated,  and  Lyons  dominated  all  the 
region  between  Dubuque  and  Davenport.  Into  this 
busy,  bustling,  young  community  the  services  of  the 
Church  were  carried  by  the  Rev.  Hiram  W.  Beers. 
It  was  the  maiden  effort  of  a  man  afterwards  widely 
known  and  honored,  and  who  in  his  maturity  was 
compared  to  Liddon,  both  for  eloquence  and  for  a 
striking  personal  resemblance.  Well  may  Grace 
Church  be  proud  of  the  memory  of  its  founder. 
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Mr.  Beers  held  services  in  Metropolitan  Hall,  sit¬ 
uated  in  the  third  story  of  a  business  block  on  Main 
Street,  between  Third  and  Fourth.  The  work  met 
with  instant  success,  and  steps  were  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  to  organize  a  parish.  The  first  record 
reads  as  follows: 

“At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of  Lyons,  Clinton  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa,  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Sat- 
The  Church  urday  the  22nd  of  December,  A.  D.  1855, 
Organized,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety 

of  establishing  a  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  said  town  of  Lyons,  the  Right  Reverend 
Bishop  Lee  of  Iowa,  being  present,  was  requested  to 
act  as  chairman  of  said  meeting,  and  Thomas  S.  Bris¬ 
coe  appointed  secretary.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edward 
McCoy  a  parish  was  organized  and  styled  Grace 
Church  Parish.  On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Adams  the  chair 
was  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  re¬ 
port  five  suitable  persons  to  act  in  the  capacity  of 
Vestrymen  till  the  next  regular  election  which  will 
take  place  at  Easter.  The  chair  appointed  Messrs. 
Adams,  McCoy  and  Ferris.  After  a  short  time  the 
committee  reported  the  following  named  gentlemen: 
Messrs.  James  Hazlett,  Andrew  R.  West,  Harvey  B. 
Ring,  William  D.  Robinson  and  Leander  Smith,  which 
were  voted  in  by  acclamation.  On  motion  the  vestry 
were  requested  to  meet  on  the  following  Wednesday 
evening  to  take  such  steps  as  necessary  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  church  edifice.  There  being  no  other  busi¬ 
ness  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Lyons,  Iowa,  Bishop  Lee,  Chairman. 

Dec.  22nd,  ’55.  T.  S.  Briscoe,  Secretary.” 


5 


Thus  within  a  few  months  of  the  first  opening  of 
services  Lyons  could  report  a  parish  duly  organized, 
a  settled  clergyman,  and  plans  for  a  church  building, 
— surely  an  unusual  record. 

The  newly  appointed  vestry  reported  progress 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  at  their  second  elected 
Messrs.  Hazlett  and  Robinson  to  serve  as  wardens  un¬ 
til  Easter. 

On  January  23rd,  1856,  at  a  called  meeting,  plans 
were  considered  for  raising  funds  for  the  proposed 
building,  and  Messrs.  Hazlett,  Smith  and  West  named 
as  a  committee  to  secure  a  suitable  lot.  % 

On  March  20th,  we  find  that  the  fol- 
fl  Generous  lowing  resolution  was  unanimously 
Proposition,  adopted: 

Whereas,  Certain  gentlemen  of 
this  city  (Lyons)  propose  to  make  notes  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  each,  payable  in  five  yearly  installments, 
to  the  Vestry  and  Wardens  of  Grace  Church  Parish, 
said  notes  to  be  sold  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds 
to  erect  a  house  of  worship  for  said  parish,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  board  will  use  all  possible 
exertions  to  raise  funds  to  meet  the  yearly  pay¬ 
ments  on  said  notes,  and  will  stand  indebted  to  the 
makers  of  said  notes  for  any  balance  that  the  parish 
has  not  paid  at  the  end  of  the  said  five  years.” 

How  far  this  generous  proposition  was  carried 
out  the  records  do  not  state. 

At  the  first  regular  Easter  election  on  March  24, 
1856,  the  number  of  vestrymen  was  increased  to  seven, 
“Messrs.  Hazlett,  Gates,  Cotton,  McCoy,  West,  Rob¬ 
inson  and  Poster”  being  chosen,  with  Messrs.  Hazlett, 
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Robinson  and  Teal  as  delegates  to  the  Diocesan  Con¬ 
vention  in  May. 

The  vestry  met  a  week  later  and  chose  James 
Hazlett  as  Senior  Warden  and  A.  R.  Cotton  as  Junior 
Warden,  with  A.  R.  West  as  Treasurer  and  T.  S. 
Briscoe,  Secretary.  At  this  meeting  there  is  a  record 
of  thirty-five  dollars  being  allowed  Mr.  N.  H.  Ben¬ 
nett  “for  organizing  and  leading  the  choir;”  thus  we 
find  the  service  of  song  established  at  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  parish  history. 

Perhaps  the  committee  named  some 
Building  months  before  to  secure  a  lot  had  met 

Plans.  with  difficulties,  for  in  May  we  find  a 

motion  to  appoint  “a  committee  of  one 
to  negotiate  for  a  lot  on  which  to  erect  a  church  edi¬ 
fice.  Our  worthy  Rector,  Mr.  Beers,  was  appointed.” 
The  same  meeting  took  steps  to  start  a  subscription 
for  funds  towards  building  the  proposed  church. 

Soon  after  the  vestry  made  formal  application  to 
be  admitted  into  union  with  the  Diocesan  Convention, 
promising  “to  observe  and  abide  by  the  canons  and 
usages  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.” 

Bishop  Lee  reported  to  the  Convention  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  work  at  Lyons,  stating  that  a  gift 

of  $500.00  from  the  Sunday  School  of 
Reports  on  St.  John’s  Church,  Providence,  R.  I., 
The  Work.  had  enabled  him  to  establish  the  ser¬ 
vices.  This  interesting  fact  ought  to 
be  recalled  with  lively  gratitude  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Beers  reported  to  the  same  Convention  that 
there  were  about  200  regular  attendants  upon  the 
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services,  although  the  parish  had  been  organized  with 
only  three  actual  communicants,  which  number  had 
by  that  time  been  increased  to  seven.  We  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  names  of  these  three  origi¬ 
nal  communicants. 

By  July  of  this  same  year  (1856)  the  decks  were 
evidently  cleared  for  action,  and  we  find  the  following 
terse  records: 

“Resolved,  That  we  proceed  to  build  a  church 
edifice. 

‘Resolved,  That  we  choose  three  persons  to  act 
as  a  building  committee. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  H.  W.  Beers,  Benj.  Lake 
and  R.  W.  Rand  act  as  such  committee.” 

Mr.  Beers  was  also  requested  to  visit  such  cities 
as  he  might  deem  advisable  and  solicit  outside  aid  in 
building  the  church,  but  there  is  no  further  record  on 
this  subject,  and  we  are  glad  to  believe  that  most  of 
the  funds  were  subscribed  locally.  Evidently  a  loca¬ 
tion  had  been  secured,  although  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  fact.  This  location,  as  we  all  know,  was  at 
the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Franklin  Streets,  which  has 
ever  since  been  the  parish  home. 

Two  weeks  later  the  building  committee  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  contract  for  the  building,  providing  the 
liabilities  should  not  exceed  $3000.00,  and  on  August 

28th,  on  motion  of  James  Hazlett  (bless- 
Building  ed  be  his  memory  for  it!)  “it  was  order- 
Begun.  ed  that  the  building  committee  add  four 
feet  to  the  width  of  the  present  plan  of 
the  church  edifice,”  the  minutes  concluding  with  “Ad- 
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journed  to  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  by  Bishop 
Lee.” 

From  this  time  on  matters  must  have  proceeded 
apace,  indeed  we  find  no  record  of  any  further  meet¬ 
ings  until  on  March  2nd,  1857,  it  was 

“^Resolved,  That  we  tender  a  call  to  the  Rev.  H. 
W.  Beers  to  the  rectorship  of  this  Parish,”  Mr.  Beers’ 
previous  tenure  having  probably  been  somewhat  in¬ 
formal. 

That  the  church,  now  approaching  completion, 
was  also  free  from  debt,  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
immediate  “Request  to  Consecrate”  drawn  up  by  the 
Rector,  Wardens  and  Vestrymen,  in  which  it  is  de¬ 
clared  to  be  “the  desire  and  resolution  of  said  Parish 
to  regard  said  Church,  when  thus  consecrated,  as  sep¬ 
arated  from  all  unhallowed,  ordinary 
Request  to  and  common  uses,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Gonsecrate.  service  of  Almighty  God,  for  reading 

and  preaching  His  holy  word,  for  cel¬ 
ebrating  His  holy  sacraments,  for  offering  to  His 
Glorious  Majesty  the  sacrifice  of  prayer  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  for*  blessing  the  people  in  His  name,  and  for 
the  performance  of  all  other  holy  offices.” 

There  follows  a  copy  of  the  “Consecration  Seal 
of  Grace  Church,”  in  which  Bishop  Lee  duly  certifies 
to  the  Act  of  Consecration  “in  the  presence  of  divers 
of  the  clergy  and  of  an  assembled  congregation  on  this 
twenty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Consecration  Fifty-Seven,  being  the  festival  of 
Seal.  the  Ascension  of  our  blessed  Lord 

and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.” 
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It  will  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  clergy 
present  at  this  consecration  service,  besides  the  rec¬ 
tor,  Mr.  Beers,  were  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Benedict  of 
Galena,  Street  of  Bellevue,  and  Trimble,  Clinton. 

The  building,  in  its  main  part  of  stone,  of  a  pleas¬ 
ing  style  of  architecture,  had  a  wooden  chancel,  evi¬ 
dently  meant  to  be  quite  temporary, 
The  Church  but  which  eventually  did  service  for 
Building.  over  forty  years.  The  nave,  in  its 

exterior,  practically  remains  unchang¬ 
ed  to  the  present  day,  and  its  ivy-wreathed  walls  are 
among  the  most  familiar  landmarks  of  the  city.  The 
Bishop  reported  to  the  Convention  this  year  that  the 
newly  consecrated  church  had  cost  $4500.00,  of  which 
$3850.00  had  been  given  locally.  He  also  speaks  of 
the  work  at  Lyons  as  “so  far  eminently  successful, 
having  grown  rapidly  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
town,”  and  again  mentions  a  gift  of  $500.00  from  the 
Sunday  School  of  St.  John’s  Church,  Providence,  R. 
I.,  in  maintenance  of  the  work.  How  much  longer 
this  generous  support  continued  we  cannot  say. 

The  church  building  being  thus  open  for  services, 
we  find  that  the  vestry  appointed  a  committee  of  nine 
to  fix  upon  a  schedule  of  pew  rentals,  and  announced 

that  the  pews  would  be  publicly  rent- 
Flrst  ed  on  Monday,  June  1st,  at  10  A.  M. 
Pew  Holders.  Then  follows  an  interesting  diagram 

showing  the  original  seating  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  building,  with  two  aisles  and  four  rows 
of  narrow  pews.  It  appears  that  almost  every  seat 
was  at  once  taken,  at  prices  ranging  from  $35.00  to 
$5.00,  but  aggregating  nearly  $1000.00.  We  here 
give  this  diagram  and  list  of  the  first  pewholders. 
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In  the  following  February  (’58)  we  find  the  vestry 
inviting  “the  Rev.  H.  W.  Beers  to  continue  his  charge 
of  the  Parish  as  Rector  the  coming  year,”  similar  ac¬ 
tion  being  taken  annually  for  a  number  of  years. 
Evidently  a  different  conception  of  the  tenure  of  a 
rector’s  office  from  that  which  now  prevails,  was  then 
held. 

A  little  later  we  find  the  vestry  appointing  a 
committee  to  invite  strangers  to  attend  Grace  Church, 

another  to  investigate  the  title  to 
Parish  Items,  the  church  property,  and  giving  the 

sexton  permission  to  erect  a  dwell¬ 
ing  on  the  west  part  of  the  church  lot.  This  little 
cottage  was  long  a  feature  of  the  church  property, 
and  was  finally  removed  to  make  room  for  the  rec¬ 
tory.  It  is  still  to  be  seen  on  Seventh  street,  being 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Morgan. 

For  sometime  only  routine  business  is  recorded, 
though  we  note  the  annual  appointment  of  a  “Collec¬ 
tor”  as  well  as  a  “Parish  Treasurer”  as  a  feature  of 
both  interest  and  value.  The  title  to  the  property 
seems  to  have  caused  some  uneasiness,  for  in  the  fall 
of  1859  another  committee  was  appointed  to  “examine 
into  same,  and  confer  with  the  owners  with  reference 
to  obtaining  deeds.”  In  November,  1859,  there  seems 
to  have  been  a  final  settlement  with  Miss  Randall,  for 
the  title  to  the  lots,  though  the  financial  terms  stated 
are  a  little  vague. 

The  business  depression  which  followed  upon  the 
great  panic  of  ’57,  is  doubtless  indicated  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  vestry  in  February,  1860,  instructing  a 
committee  to  endeavor  to  rent  the  pews  for  a  total  of 
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$650,  while  at  the  same  time  a  subscription  paper 
was  to  be  circulated  towards  defraying  all  the  con¬ 
tingent  expenses. 

On  March  21st,  1860,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beers  notified 
the  vestry  of  his  non-acceptance  of  their  “invitation” 
to  remain  with  them  another  year,  he  having  accept¬ 
ed  a  call  elsewhere.  The  vestry  adopt¬ 
er.  Beers  ed  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sin- 
Resigns.  cere  regret  at  this  decision,  of  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  “arduous  and  successful 
labors  in  establishing  our  parish  and  erecting  our 
church,  and  wishing  both  him  and  his  estimable  lady 
that  peace  and  happiness  which  Christians  only  know 
in  their  progress  through  life.” 

In  the  nearly  five  years  of  his  rectorate,  Mr* 
Beers  had  reported  43  baptisms,  33  confirmations,  21 

burials  and  11  marriages,  and  he  left 
Review  of  a  parish  of  something  over  40  com- 
HIs  Work.  municants.  After  years  of  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  in  the  Church  Dr. 
Beers  died  in  1891  as  the  honored  rector  emeritus  of 
Trinity  Church,  San  Francisco.  He  served  many 
congregations,  but  none  has  more  reason  to  revere  his 
memory  than  that  of  the  little  Iowa  town  in  which 
he  did  his  first  work. 
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The  vestry,  now  numbering  nine  members,  took 
immediate  steps  to  secure  a  successor  to  Mr.  Beers, 
but  at  the  same  time  fixed  the  salary  at  $400.00,  a 
proceeding  not  apparently  likely  to  subserve  that  pur¬ 
pose.  This  was,  however,  undoubtedly  to  be  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  stipend  from  the  mission  funds. 

Bishop  Lee  recommended  the  Rev. 

Rev.  G.  W.  George  W.  Watson,  of  Council 
Watson  Galled.  Bluffs,  who  was  accordingly  called. 

Some  correspondence  resulted  in  a 
vote  to  increase  the  salary  to  $500.00,  and  in  June  we 
have  the  following  interesting  minutes: 

“A  communication  was  read  from  Bishop  Lee 
proposing  a  union  of  this  parish  and  Clinton  under 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Rand 
Proposed  Union  made  verbally  a  proposal  from  the 
with  Clinton.  Clinton  parish  that  we  unite  with 

them  in  calling  Mr.  Watson,  they 
to  pay  $450.00,  we  $350.00.  Mr.  Watson  to  reside 
there  and  we  to  have  the  choice  of  services.  On  mo¬ 
tion  the  clerk  was  requested  to  notify  the  vestry  of 
Clinton  parish  of  the  rejection  of  their  proposition.” 

And  apparently  time  has  made  it  no  easier  to 
bring  about  such  proposed  unions. 
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In  July  we  find  Mr.  Watson  already  installed  as 
rector  at  Lyons,  while  subsequently  the  vestry  voted 
to  “allow  Mr.  Watson  to  hold  services  at  Clinton  every 
other  Sunday  afternoon,”  which  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  space  of  several  years,  Mr.  Beers  hav¬ 
ing  previously  supplied  services  there  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  ministry. 

Judging  by  the  parish  records  one  might  take  the 
early  ’60s  to  have  been  days  when  nothing  more  en¬ 
livening  than  an  invitation  to  some  lady  “to  take 
charge  of  the  melodeon,”  or  a  motion  calling  upon 

some  delinquent  committee  “to  be 
War  Times*  present  and  report,”  was  taking  place, 

but  we  must  not  forget  that  these 
were  the  stirring  times  of  the  Civil  War,  and  that 
Lyons  was  all  athrob  with  the  echoes  of  the  mighty 
struggle  and  offered  freely  of  its  sons  to  fight  their 
country’s  battles.  It  is  still  recalled  that  during 
those  momentous  years  the  pulpits  of  Lyons  were 
filled  by  exceptionally  able  men  in  Watson,  Magoun 
and  Kynett,  and  great  doubtless  were  the  themes  up¬ 
on  which  they  spoke. 

The  anxiety  of  the  times  is  strikingly  shown  by 
the  fact  that  for  three  years  during  the  war  not  a 
single  marriage  is  recorded  in  the  parish. 

In  1864  we  find  the  Easter  meeting  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  the  parish  had  no  legal  organization,  where¬ 
upon  “Articles  of  Organization”  as  per  form  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Convention,  were  drawn  up  and  signed 
by  those  present. 

In  May  of  the  same  year  the  parish  had  the  honor 
of  entertaining  the  Diocesan  Convention,  at  the  close 
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of  which  took  place  the  only  ordination  service  prob¬ 
ably  ever  held  in  Grace  Church,  when  the  Rev.  Fred¬ 
eric  Humphrey,  soon  afterwards  called  as  rector  of 
St.  John’s,  Clinton,  was  advanced  to  the  priesthood. 

In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Watson  notified  the  vestry  of 
a  call  received  to  Davenport,  but  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  with  his  present,  work,  save  a  little  better 
attendance  of  the  members  at  Church,  and  that  his 
salary  had  been  inadequate  for  the  last  two  years, 

r 

whereupon  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  ves¬ 
try  would  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Watson  continue  in 
charge  and  would  endeavor  to  add  $100.00  to  his 
salary. 


However,  on  April  2nd,  1866,  Mr. 
Mr.  Watson  Watson  asked  to  be  released  from  his 
Retires.  charge,  he  having  accepted  the  rector¬ 
ship  of  Christ  Church,  Burlington. 
It  was  agreed  that  his  resignation  should  take  effect 
May  1st. 

In  his  nearly  six  years  of  successful  service  Mr. 
Watson  had  baptised  63,  presented  46  for  confirma¬ 
tion  on  8  different  occasions,  held  27  funerals  and  per¬ 
formed  11  marriages.  He  left  the  parish  with  about 
50  communicants.  After  a  long  and  most  useful 
ministry  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watson  departed  this  life  in 
1900  at  Iowa  City. 

\%4  >{<  $4 
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*b  ^ 

The  vestry  took  immediate  steps  to  secure  a  new 
rector,  and  one  month  after  Mr.  Watson’s  resignation 

extended  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Rev.  H»  Adams  Adams,  of  Independence,  Iowa, 

Rector.  who  assumed  charge  July  1st, 

1866.  That  the  financial  outlook 
was  at  that  time  considered  bright,  is  to  be  assumed 
from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Adams’  salary  was  fixed  at  a 
higher  figure  than  his  predecessors  had  received,  as 
also  that  the  vestry,  about  this  time,  purchased  an 
additional  lot  to  the  west  from  Miss  Randall. 

Mr.  Adams’  pictures  show  him  as  a  white-haired 
gentleman  of  genial  mien,  and  he  is  remembered  as  a 
man  of  polished  manners  and  of  good  ability.  For  a 
time  matters  moved  on  auspiciously,  but  financial 
clouds  began  to  develop  before  the  end  of  the  rector’s 
first  year,  and  we  find  the  vestry  in  the  following 
May  (1867)  agreeing  that  they  were  unable  to  pay  the 
promised  salary,  and  that  a  reduction  of  $250.00  a 
year  was  necessary.  In  connection  with  this  action 

it  appears  that  the  parish  was  still 
Financial  receiving  $150.00  a  year  from  the  mis- 
Difficulties.  sionary  funds.  The  rector  was  noti¬ 
fied  of  the  vote  of  the  vestry,  but  evi¬ 
dently  considered  the  action  taken  somewhat  summary 
and  declared  himself  unable  to  accept  the  reduction. 
The  “divergence  of  opinion”  thus  created,  to  use  a 
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current  diplomatic  phrase,  dragged  through  a  whole 
year.  A  settlement  was  repeatedly  sought,  but  it  was 
not  possible  to  agree  upon  terms.  Tlie  vestry  offered 
to  release  Mr.  Adams,  paying  him  arrearages  at  the 
figure  they  had  established;  he  declared  his  readiness 
to  go  provided  he  was  paid  according  to  the  original 
agreement, — so  the  unfortunate  controversy  went  on. 
That  his  resignation  was  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
vestry  pending  this  financial  settlement,  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  several  communications  were  received 
from  Bishop  Lee  recommending  a  certain  Rev.  Mr. 
Page  as  the  next  rector,  before  Mr.  Adams  had  ac¬ 
tually  relinquished  his  charge.  There  is  no  documen¬ 
tary  evidence  to  prove  upon  what  terms  the  settle¬ 
ment  was  at  last  made,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  been 
finally  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  his  resig¬ 
nation  took  effect  July  1st,  1868.  He  remained  in  the 

city  some  months  longer  and  offici- 
End  of  Third  ated  on  several  occasions  at  marri- 
Rectorate.  ages  or  baptisms,  but  probably  held 

no  public  services  in  the  Church 
after  the  date  mentioned,  as  we  find  the  vestry  in  the 
same  month  taking  action  to  secure  Sunday  supplies, 
or,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  services  of  a  lay  reader. 

Little  is  known  of  Mr.  Adams’  subsequent  life, — 
as  is  not  strange  after  his  unfortunate  experience  in 
Lyons — but  he  must  long  since  have  passed  to  his  rest. 
During  the  two  years  of  his  ministry  he  had  baptized 
27  persons,  presented  2  classes  for  confirmation  num¬ 
bering  11  individuals,  performed  3  marriages  and  7 
burials,  and  the  parish  had  increased  to  abeut  60 
communicants. 
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Closed  doors  were  not  popular  in  the  Lyons  par¬ 
ish,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  October  the  vestry  was 
called  together  to  consider  an  arrangement  for  tem¬ 
porary  services.  The  Rev.  Lyman 
Mr.  Freeman  N.  Freeman,  described  as  of  the 
in  Charge.  Diocese  of  Wisconsin,  now  residing 

in  Chicago,  offered  to  supply  the 
parish  until  Faster. 

This  proposal  was  favorably  received,  provided 
the  Bishop  should  consent  and  that  the  missionary 
stipend  were  available.  Both  must  have  been  the 
case,  and  Mr.  Freeman  accordingly  took  charge. 

At  Faster  the  finances  were  reported  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition,  and  other  matters  being  also  ap¬ 
parently  agreeable,  Mr.  Freeman  was  called  as  rector, 

though  the  records  read  “for  one  year,” 
A  Brief  which  would  rather  indicate  the  status 
Ministry,  of  a  “Priest  in  charge.” 

Mr.  Freeman  is  recalled  as  a  man  of 
very  considerable  ability  as  a  preacher,  but  of  a  tem¬ 
perament  which  brought  his  work  to  a  somewhat 
abrupt  close  before  the  year  was  over.  His  last  of¬ 
ficial  entry  in  the  parish  register  is  made  in  January, 
1870,  and  it  was  probably  about  this  time  that  he  left 
the  parish.  Being  a  man  then  already  well  advanced 
in  years,  he  must  long  since  have  passed  away,  al¬ 
though  no  data  is  available. 

During  his  ministry  of  some  fifteen  months  he 
recorded  16  baptisms,  presented  2  confirmation  classes 
numbering  18,  and  officiated  at  2  marriages  and  11 
burials. 
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^  ^  ^ 

The  minutes  of  the  vestry  throw  little  light  up¬ 
on  the  history  of  the  ensuing  months,  but  subsequent 

entries  show  that  on  June  1st, 
Rev.  A.  P.  Grouch  1870,  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Crouch 

In  Gharge.  must  have  taken  charge  under 

an  arrangement  to  hold  good 
for  one  year.  By  fall  the  spirits  of  the  parishioners 
had  revived  and  plans  were  set  on  foot  for  a  thorough 
renovation  of  the  church  building,  which  were  carried 
out.  At  Easter,  1871,  the  white  marble  font  still  in 
use  was  an  offering  from  the  Sunday  School,  as  the 
inscription  on  it  shows.  At  this  time  also,  Mr.  Crouch 
was  formally  called  as  rector. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  year  Mr.  Crouch 
began  holding  services  at  the  little  village  of  Haun- 
town,  some  ten  miles  north  of  Lyons,  where  there 
were  several  Church  families.  A  mission  was  organ¬ 
ized  under  the  name  of  Trinity,  and  a  building,  given 
by  Mr.  W.  C.  Clifton,  fitted  up  for  services. 

At  the  annual  parish  meeting,  Easter,  1872,  the 
question  of  declaring  the  seats  in  the  church  free,  was 
brought  forward  by  the  rector.  The  idea  met  with 

favor,  a  subscription  list  in  the  place 
Pews  of  the  previous  pew  rentals  proved 
Made  Free,  successful,  and  at  a  parish  meeting 

called  on  April  22nd,  1872,  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions  were  adopted: 

“Resolved,  That  the  seats  of  Grace  Church  are 
declared  to  be  free  to  all,  from  and  after  the  first  Sun- 
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day  in  May,  1872,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
members  of  the  parish. 

<sResolved,  That  the  current  expenses  of  Grace 
Church  for  the  ensuing  year  be  raised  by  subscrip¬ 
tion.” 

Thus  was  inaugurated  a  policy  which,  through 
whatever  of  storm  and  stress,  it  is  believed  the  par¬ 
ish  has  since  consistently  maintained. 

Nothing  beyond  routine  business  is  recorded  of 
the  remainder  of  Mr.  Crouch’s  administration.  He 

is  kindly  remembered  by  the  older 
Mr.  Grouch  parishioners,  but  increasing  deafness 
Resigns.  rendered  his  ministrations  difficult  and 

induced  his  resignation,  Oct.  1st,  1873. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Clinton  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  beyond  supplying  services  at  Hauntown, 
soon  withdrew  from  all  clerical  labors.  He  is  still 
living  in  retirement  at  Kansas  City. 

During  his  more  than  three  years’  ministry  there 
are  recorded  30  baptisms,  3  confirmation  classes  num¬ 
bering  14  individuals,  14  marriages  and  12  burials. 

^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Crouch’s  resignation  was  followed  by  a  de¬ 
plorable  suspension  of  services,  which  contiuued  for 
two  years.  Neither  the  town  nor  the  parish  was 

fulfilling  its  early  promises.  Steadily 
Services  Clinton,  so  close  a  neighbor  to  the 
Suspended,  sonth,  with  its  superior  railroad  ad¬ 
vantages,  was  encroaching  upon  Ly¬ 
ons’  territory  of  trade,  and  in  the  early  ’70s  business 
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depression  became  marked.  Many  of  the  older  and 
staunch  supporters  of  the  parish  had  removed,  and  a 
period  of  gloom  and  discouragement  set  in.  There  is 
not  even  the  record  of  an  Easter  parish  meeting  in 
1874.  To  add  to  the  difficulties,  the  diocese  lost  its 
first  and  well-beloved  bishop  that  summer,  and  with¬ 
out  the  kindly  counsels  of  Bishop  Lee,  whose  memory 
is  still  so  warmly  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him,  the 
doors  of  Grace  Church  remained  closed.  'Ihe  first 
sign  of  life  recorded  is  a  vestry  meeting  held  Nov. 
27th,  1874,  when  R.  N.  Rand,  J.  S.  Stratton  and  R. 
T.  T.  Spence  were  named  as  delegates  to'  a  special 
convention  called  to  meet  at  Davenport  on  Dec.  9th, 

1874,  being  the  one  convened  to  elect  a  successor  to 
Bishop  Lee. 

Doubtless  during  this  long  vacancy  the  parish 
received  some  care  from  the  Rev.  James  Trimble,  so 
long  rector  of  St.  John’s,  Clinton,  though  the  only  en¬ 
tries  in  the  parish  register  bearing  upon  this  are  the 
record  of  four  or  five  baptisms  performed  at  Easter, 

1875. 

At  this  time  action  was  finally  taken  looking  to 
a  resumption  of  services,  which  led  to  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  little  episode  in  the  parish  history.  On  April 

26th,  1875,  the  vestry  extended  a 
/In  Interesting  unanimous  call,  at  quite  a  hand- 
Episode.  some  salary,  to  the  “Rev.  George 

F.  Degen,”  only  to  be  hastily 
called  together  again  after  five  days  to  receive  the  in¬ 
formation  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Dio¬ 
cese  “that  said  Degen  is  not  a  member  of  the  Protest¬ 
ant  Episcopal  Church!”  The  call  was  immediately 
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and  emphatically  rescinded,  and  the  parish  was  doubt¬ 
less  devoutly  thankful  to  have  escaped  the  wiles  of  a 
clerical  adventurer,  who,  in  the  orphaned  condition  of 
the  diocese,  had  sought  to  make  them  his  prey. 

* 

Nothing  daunted  by  this  untoward  incident,  an 
entirely  new  era  in  the  life  of  the  parish  and  its  work 

was  ushered  in  by  the  call  extended  to 
A  New  Era,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Currie  on  June  12th, 

1875.  The  Revs.  Samuel  and  William 
T.  Currie,  brothers,  had  for  several  years  combined 
educational  and  clerical  work  in  the  diocese,  at  Gris¬ 
wold  College  and  elsewhere;  they  now  proposed  open¬ 
ing  a  school  in  Lyons,  to  be  called  the  Riverside  In¬ 
stitute,  and  located  in  the  building  known  as  the 
Randall  House.  This  large  four  story  brick  build¬ 
ing,  (so  recently  demolished),  erected  as  a  hotel  in  the 
boom  days  of  1856-7,  but  now  unused,  seemed  quite 
suited  to  the  purpose  of  a  school,  and  was  conven¬ 
iently  near  Grace  Church. 

The  school  was  entirely  a  private  enterprise  of 
the  Messrs.  Currie,  for  which  neither  the  diocese  nor 
the  parish  assumed  financial  or  other  responsibility. 
It  was  to  be  a  boarding  and  day  school,  for  both 
sexes,  and  organized  in  Primary,  Common  School, 
Business,  Normal,  Collegiate,  and  Musical  Depart¬ 
ments. 
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All  religious  exercises  of  the 
The  Riverside  school  and  family  were  to  be  ren- 

Institllte.  dered  acconding  to  the  Prayer 

Book,  and  the  boarding  pupils 
required  to  attend  both  services  and  Sunday  School 
at  Grace  Church,  unless  by  special  request  of  the 
parents. 

The  Riverside  Institute,  of  which  Rev.  Wm.  T. 
Currie  was  Principal,  opened  its  doors  on  the  first 
Monday  in  September,  1875;  the  Rev.  Samuel  Currie, 
Vice-Principal,  about  the  same  time  assumed  charge 
of  the  parish. 

The  attendance  of  both  boarding  and  day  pupils 
was  most  encouraging. 

About  this  time  we  note  a  resolve  “that  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  and  Sunday  School  be  conducted  together 
without  a  sermon, — the  evening  serviee,  as  usual,  with 
a  sermon.”  Probably  such  arrangement  did  not  long 
continue. 

Had  Riverside  Institute  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  its 
founders,  it  certainly  would  have  meant  much  to 
Grace  Church  parish.  Its  pupils  increased  the  con¬ 
gregations  attending  upon  services,  and  the  faculty 
provided  the  best  of  teachers  for  the  Sunday  School, 
while  the  whole  influence  of  the  school  helped  to  im¬ 
press  the  Church  upon  the  community  in  a  way  whose 
good  effects  are  still  apparent.  The  instruction  of¬ 
fered  was  excellent,  and  old  pupils  remember  the  In¬ 
stitute  with  genuine  affection  and  esteem. 
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In  1876  the  vestry  was  for  the  first  time  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  its  members  by  death. 

The  service  of  the  deceased,  Wm. 
Parish  Items.  H.  Cook,  had  been  long  and  faith¬ 
ful,  and  resolutions  highly  praising 
his  Christian  zeal  and  character  were  adopted. 

Iowa’s  second  bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  William  Stev¬ 
ens  Perry,  D.  D.,  who  was  consecrated  Sept.  10th, 
1876,  made  one  of  his  first  visitations  to  the  Lyons 
parish,  confirming  a  class  Oct.  2nd,  1876. 

The  activities  of  the  parish  began  to  assume 
more  formal  shape  than  in  earlier  years,  and  soon 

after  Mr.  Currie’s  coming  Grace 
Grace  Church  Church  Guild,  the  oldest  of  the 
Guild  Organized,  present  parish  organizations, 

was  formed  among  the  ladies, 
its  first  officers  being:  Manager,  Mrs.  R.  N.  Rand; 
Assist.  Manager,  Mrs.  Wm.  Leimbach;  Secretary, 
Miss  Susan  Rand;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Ashton. 
This  guild  soon  began  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  a  fund  for  building  a  rectory. 

In  1877,  we  find,  also,  organized  committees  on 
Religious  Instruction,  on  Visiting,  Church  Attend¬ 
ance,  Missions,  and  Finance. 

Succeeding  the  Easter  elections  in  1877,  there 
was  made  a  bold  venture  of  faith  in  the  adoption  of 

the  following  resolution: 

A  Venture  ii<sF(esoIved,  That  the  Vestry  of 

of  Faith.  this  Church  will,  on  and  after  the  first 

Monday  in  May,  A.  D.  1877,  rely  sole¬ 
ly  upon  the  voluntary  offerings  of  the  Congregation 
for  the  means  of  support  of  Grace  Church,  such  of- 
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ferings  to  be  taken  after  every  morning  and  evening 
prayer.” 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  system  thus  inaugu¬ 
rated  was  able  to  maintain  itself. 

At  Easter,  1878,  the  Church  was  greatly  im¬ 
proved  by  the  placing  of  a  complete  series  of  stained 
glass  windows,  given  by  the  Sunday  School,  except 
the  large  east  window,  which  was  the  gift  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  These  windows  were  of  good  execution 
and  pleasing  design,  and  most  of  them  are  still  in  use. 

On  June  10th,  1878,  we  find  that  the  vestry  signed 
a  certificate  of  recommendation  for  Woodford  P.  Law 

to  become  a  Candidate  for  Holy 
t\  Candidate  Orders.  Mr.  Law  was  a  student  at 
for  Orders.  the  Institute,  and  also  prepared  for 

the  ministry  under  Mr.  Currie’s  di¬ 
rection.  He  was  admitted  to  the  diaconate  at  Dav¬ 
enport,  Oct.  12th,  1879,  and  after  much  active  service 
in  various  missionary  fields,  is  now  rector  of  the  par¬ 
ish  of  the  Epiphany,  South  Haven,  Mich. 

It  began  to  be  apparent  about  this  time  that  the 
Riverside  Institute  was  not  holding  its  own  in  point 
of  attendance,  and,  being  entirely  without  endowment 
or  adequate  resources,  the  future  of  the  school  be¬ 
came  dubious.  Parish  finances  also  gave  cause  for 
anxiety,  and  doubtless  both  combined  to  cause  Mr. 
Currie  to  look  towards  a  new  field  of  labor.  Early 

in  1880  he  had  made  his  plans  for  re- 
Mr.  Gurrie  moving  to  Euclid,  Minn.,  in  the  Red 
Loaves,  River  Valley,  and  sent  in  his  resigna¬ 
tion  to  the  vestry  at  Easter,  which 


27 


was  received  with  expressions  of  regret  and  of  well 
wishes  for  his  future  prosperity  and  success. 

Mr.  Currie  resided  at  Euclid  for  many  years,  and 
did  much  pioneer  work  in  organizing  missions  and 
building  churches  throughout  that  region.  He  is  now 
rector  of  St.  Peter’s,  Park  River,  N.  D. 

During  his  nearly  five  years’  incumbency  in  Ly¬ 
ons,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Currie  recorded  41  baptisms, 
presented  for  confirmation  47  individuals  in  5  differ¬ 
ent  classes,  and  there  were  6  marriages  and  14  burials. 

*  * 

Upon  receiving  the  Rev.  Samuel  Currie’s  resig¬ 
nation,  the  minds  of  all  turned  instinctively  to  the 
Rev.  Wm.  T.  Currie,  who  remained  in  charge  of  the 
school,  and  who,  while  sustaining  no  formal  relation 

to  the  parish  until  this  time, 
Rev.  W.  T.  Currie  had  yet,  throughout  the  whole 

in  Charge.  period  of  his  brother’s  rector- 

ate,  constantly  assisted  in  the 
Sunday  and  other  services  of  the  Church,  and  fre¬ 
quently  officiated  at  baptisms  or  burials,  besides  sup¬ 
plying  the  missions  at  Hauntown  and  Bellevue.  He 
was  asked  to  assume  charge  of  the  parish  and  did  so, 
though  throughout  the  five  years  of  his  further  resi¬ 
dence  there  seems  never  to  have  been  any  formal  call 
to  the  rectorate,  Mr.  Currie’s  position  being  that  of 
“Priest  in  charge,”  with  arrangements  made  from 
time  to  time  for  the  continuance  of  his  ministrations. 

At  Easter,  1882,  by  vote  of  the  parish  meeting, 
the  Wardens  and  Vestry  were  instructed  to  transfer 
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the  title  to  Grace  Church  to  the  Trus- 
The  Title  tees  of  Funds  and  Donations  of  the 
Transferred.  Diocese  of  Iowa.  This  instruction 

had  to  be  thrice  given  before  action 
was  taken,  and  it  was  not  until  Easter,  1885,  that  the 
parish  clerk  finally  reported  that  the  conveyance  had 
been  made  and  the  property  thus  placed  beyond  the 
possibility  of  encumbrance  or  alienation,  save  by  con¬ 
sent  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  diocese. 

In  1882,  the  second  oldest  of  the 
St.  IHargarefs  parish  organizations  came  into 
Guild  Organized,  existence,  when  St.  Margaret’s 

Guild  was  formed  for  the  young 
ladies.  The  rule  assigning  all  the  married  ladies  of 
the  parish  to  membership  in  Grace  Church  Guild,  and 
the  unmarried  to  St.  Margaret’s  Guild,  has  been  fol¬ 
lowed  from  the  first,  and  found  to  be  a  good  working 
policy. 

Though  there  is  little  beyond  the  merest  routine 
in  the  record  of  the  years  we  are  now  considering, 

yet  it  is  recalled  as  a  season  of  much 
Seed  Sowing,  quiet,  earnest  work,  and  of  seed¬ 
sowing,  whose  fruition  appeared  in 
due  time.  A  report,  still  extant,  of  missionary  offer¬ 
ings  made  during  the  years  1875-85,  bears  eloquent 
testimony  to  the  faithfulness  with  which  both  the 
Reverend  brothers  sought  to  instill  into  the  minds  of 
their  people  the  sense  of  due  obligation  to  the  larger 
work  of  the  Church. 

Meanwhile  the  attendance  of  pupils  at  the  River¬ 
side  Institute  had  so  seriously  declined  that  the  school 


29 


was  finally  obliged  to  close  its  doors. 
The  Institute  The  enterprise  may  have  seemed  a 
Closed.  failure  as  the  world  measures  suc¬ 
cess,  yet  the  principles  there  sought 
to  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  young  have 
surely  brought  forth  an  abundant  harvest  of  “right¬ 
eous,  sober  and  godly”  living,  whose  full  ingathering 
will  only  be  known  in  the  last  great  day. 

At  Easter,  1885,  the  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Currie  an¬ 
nounced  his  acceptance  of  the  rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s 

parish,  Grand  Porks,  N.  D., 
Rev.  W.  T.  Gurrie^s  and  he  held  his  last  service 
Ministry.  in  Eyons  on  April  15th,  on 

which  occasion  a  class  was 
presented  for  confirmation. 

The  length  of  Mr.  Currie’s  residence  in  Eyons 
(ten  years),  his  many  noble  intellectual  and  spiritual 
qualities,  and  his  subsequent  tragic  death  by  drown¬ 
ing,  at  Grand  Porks,  in  1891,  in  a  heroic  but  vain  at¬ 
tempt  to  save  his  daughter  and  a  young  companion 
from  the  same  fate,  all  combine  peculiarly  to  enshrine 
his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  the  many  who  knew  him 
as  priest  and  teacher. 

During  his  five  years’  charge  of  Grace  Church, 
he  had  baptized  37  persons,  presented  4  classes  num¬ 
bering  22,  and  conducted  8  marriages  and  16  burials. 
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At  the  same  service  which  marked  the  close  of 
Mr.  Currie’s  ministrations,  Bishop  Perry  conferred 
with  the  congregation  concerning  future  arrange¬ 
ments,  the  result  of  which  was 
Rev.  Mr.  Brookes  the  calling  to  the  rectorate  of 
Galled.  the  Rev.  Theophilus  J.  Brookes 

in  the  following  month.  Mr. 
Brookes  at  once  took  charge. 

The  vestry  meeting  which  extended  the  call  to 
Mr.  Brookes  also  took  up  the  matter  of  the  building 
of  a  rectory.  This  project  had  been  long  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  had  gradually  taken  shape,  espec¬ 
ially  through  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  of  Grace  Church 
Guild,  who  had  accumulated  a  considerable  fund  for 
this  purpose. 

In  June,  after  consultation  with  a  committee  of 
the  Guild,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  work 
immediately,  the  house  to  be  erected  upon  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Church,  and  to  the  south  of  that  . 

structure.  The  following  gentlemen 
The  Rectory  were  appointed  a  building  committee, 

Built.  and  they  were  requested  to  confer 

and  advise  with  the  ladies  of  the 
Guild  in  the  progress  of  the  work:  R.  N.  Rand,  Silas 
W.  Gardiner,  M.  A.  Disbrow,  and  the  Rev.  T.  J. 
Brookes. 

The  rectory  was  built  in  the  course  of  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  in  the  early  autumn  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Brookes  and  his  family.  It  was  at  first  constructed 
as  an  eight-room  residence,  and  without  the  large 
front  porch  which  now  adds  much  to  its  appearance, 
yet  even  without  the  many  improvements  which  have 
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since  been  made  to  it,  it  was  from  the  first  counted  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  parish  property. 

Grace  Church  Guild,  which  was  so  largely  in¬ 
strumental  in  its  first  erection,  has  ever  since  con¬ 
sidered  the  maintenance,  repair,  and  improvement  of 
the  rectory,  as  one  of  its  chief  charges. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  this  summer  of 
1885,  a  cross  was  first  placed  upon  the  altar  of  the 
Church,  being  the  one  still  in  use. 

On  Sept.  1st,  1885,  the  vestry  was  called  upon 
once  more  to  express  its  sense  of  loss  in  the  death  of 
one  of  its  number,  Stephen  Fuller,  and  adopted  ap¬ 
propriate  resolutions  to  that  end. 

Throughout  the  year  1886,  and  the  early  part  of 
1887,  only  the  routine  matters  of  the  usual  elections 
of  vestrymen,  parish  officers,  and  delegates  to  the 
Diocesan  Convention,  are  on  record,  but  in  September, 
1887,  a  sudden  tragedy  shocked  the  parish.  Mrs. 

Brookes,  a  woman  of  fine  intellectual 
A  Tragedy-  and  personal  qualities,  which  had  won 

her  the  high  esteem  of  all  privileged 
to  know  her,  was  seized  with  an  illness  which  proved 
to  be  diphtheria  in  a  virulent  form,  and  which  termi¬ 
nated  fatally  in  a  few  days,  thus  inflicting  an  irre¬ 
parable  loss  upon  her  husband  and  family.  At  the 
same  time  the  dread  disease  crept  into  other  homes 
in  the  parish,  and  it  was  a  sad  and  anxious  season  to 
many  hearts. 

After  this  grevious  affliction  the  bereaved  family 
in  the  rectory  remained  in  the  desolated  home  a  few 
months  longer,  when  Mr.  Brookes  accepted  work  in 
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the  diocese  of  West  Missouri,  and  removed  thither, 
holding  his  last  service  in  Grace  Church  on  January 
8th,  1888.  A  melancholy  interest  will  always  attach 
itself  to  this  sad  close  of  his  ministry.  Mr.  Brookes, 
after  years  of  service  in  Missouri  and  Oklahoma,  has 
recently  returned  to  Iowa,  and  is  now  in  charge  of 
Trinity,  Mapleton. 

During  his  two  and  a  half  years’  service  in  Ly¬ 
ons,  there  were  8  baptisms,  2  confirmation  classes 
numbering  8  individuals,  and  4  marriages,  and  12 
burials. 

Once  more  the  doors  of  Grace  Church  were  closed, 
and  so  remained  for  a  number  of  months.  Spite  of  the 

faithful  work  and  earnest  prayers  of 
Depression,  a  whole  generation,  the  outlook  for 

the  parish  did  not  appear  very  hope¬ 
ful  at  this  time.  For  twenty  years  there  had  been  no 
growth  in  numbers,  and  though  business  conditions 
had  somewhat  improved  since  about  1880,  as  Lyons 
had  gradually  shifted  from  a  commercial  to  a  manu¬ 
facturing  basis,  with  lumbering  as  its  chief  industry, 
yet,  so  far,  the  parish  had  seemed  to  share  but  little 
in  this  gain,  and  he  would  have  been  counted  a  rash 
man  who  in  1888  had  prophesied  any  marked  growth 
for  Grace  Church. 

What  was  it  but  the  breath  of  the  living  Spirit, 
which  bloweth  “where  it  listeth,”  that  suddenly  stir¬ 
red  the  hearts  of  men,  and  turned 
An  Awakening,  many,  with  a  new  interest  they 

could  scarcely  explain,  towards  a 
Church  whose  claims  had  hitherto  fallen  upon  deaf 
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ears?  Surely  “the  fullness  of  time”  had  come,  and 
the  seed  sown  in  tears  was  yet  to  be  reaped  with  joy. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  arrangements  were 
entered  into  by  which  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Whipple,  then 
still  in  deacon’s  orders,  and  who  had  been  serving  the 

mission  at  Maquoketa,  was  to 
Rev.  R.  B.  Whipple  take  charge  of  Grace  Church 
In  Charge.  on  the  first  Sunday  in  No¬ 

vember.  Dating  from  this  re¬ 
opening  of  the  Church  the  services  were  attended  by 
unusual  numbers,  interest  greatly  increased,  and  soon 
all  was  activity  in  the  parish  life. 

Among  the  first  improvements  planned  was  the 
introduction  of  a  vested  choir;  the  idea  was  taken  up 
with  enthusiasm,  and  soon  after  New  Year’s  a  suffici¬ 
ent  number  of  boys  and  young  men  was  already  in  ac¬ 
tive  training  under  the  efficient  leader- 
The  Vested  ship  of  Prof.  W.  L.  McArthur  as 
Ghoir.  choirmaster,  and  Miss  Marion  Rand 

as  organist,  with  the  understanding 
that  they  were  to  make  their  appearance  in  the  chan¬ 
cel  on  Easter  Day.  The  choir  so  far  in  the  parish 
history  had  usually  consisted  of  a  quartette,  or  occa¬ 
sionally  of  a  children’s  chorus,  and  the  success  of  this 
new  departure  was  watched  with  the  keenest  interest 
in  the  congregation. 

Meanwhile  the  Church  was  full  at  every  service, 
baptisms  were  numerous,  and  a  large  class  was  pre¬ 
sented  for  confirmation  on  Ash 

Chancel  Wednesday.  At  about  this  time 
Improvements,  various  new  chancel  furnishings 

were  installed,  including  an  altar, 
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to  replace  the  one  which  had  been  in  use  since  the 
Church  was  built,  and  which  is  still  doing  service  at 
Grace  mission,  Council  Bluffs.  With  the  erection  of 
the  new  altar,  altar  lights  were  introduced. 

Alterations  were  also  made  for  the  proper  en¬ 
trance  and  seating  of  the  choir,  the  ladies  of  Grace 
Church  Guild  worked  busily  upon  the  vestments, 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Welles  presented  a  processional  cross,  and 
when  Easter  finally  dawned,  a  perfect  April  dayf  and 
the  choir  sang  its  first  service,  no  happier  festival  had 
ever  been  observed  in  the  little  stone  Church.  The 
vested  choir  met  with  instant  favor,  and  has  ever 
since  continued  as  one  of  the  marked  and  strong  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  parish  life. 

The  only  shadow  thrown  athwart  this  busy  and 
happy  activity,  was  the  notice  given  to  the  vestry, 
shortly  before  Easter,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whipple,  for 

reasons  entirely  personal,  intended 
Mr.  Whipple’s  to  take  work  in  another  diocese, 
Resignation.  and  desired  to  give  up  his  charge 

of  Grace  Church  in  the  following 
month.  This  communication  was  received  with  the 
greatest  regret,  the  vestry  adopting  resolutions  com¬ 
mending  Mr.  Whipple’s  active  and  useful  labors 
amongst  them,  and  the  parishioners  tendering  him  a 
farewell  reception. 

Mr.  Whipple’s  last  services  were  held  on  May 
12th,  1889,  he  having  during  the  six  months  of  his  in¬ 
cumbency  baptized  30,  presented  a 
His  Work,  class  of  20  for  confirmation,  and  of¬ 
ficiated  at  1  marriage  and  1  burial. 
Mr.  Whipple’s  charge  of  Grace  Church,  while  by  far 


CHANCEL,  1889 


35 


the  briefest  in  the  parish  history,  was  yet  amongst 
the  happiest,  and  by  God’s  good  grace  it  ushered  in 
the  third  period  in  the  parish  life,  a  period  of  largely 
increased  opportunities  and  of  a  yearly  widening  of 
the  Church’s  influence  in  the  community,  which  has 
continued  even  to  the  present  day. 

After  many  years  of  service  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Whipple  has  recently  been  welcomed  back  to  Iowa, 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  St.  Paul’s,  Creston. 

^  ^  ^ 

It  was  the  general  feeling,  at  this  juncture,  that 
the  Church  doors  must  not  be  closed  even  for  a  single 

Sunday,  and  the  vestry  secured  effici- 
A  New  ent  supplies  from  Kemper  Hall,  Daven- 
Rectorate.  port,  until  the  new  rector,  the  Rev.  H. 

L.  Gamble,  of  Omaha,  had  entered  into 
residence  in  the  following  month.  He  at  once  estab¬ 
lished  the  weekly  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion 
which  has  ever  since  been  the  rule  of  the  parish. 
Daily  morning  and  evening  service  was  also  begun. 

The  publication  of  a  monthly  parish  paper  called 
Ttye  Church  *Porch,  was  another  feature  of  this  sum¬ 
mer.  While  ably  edited,  it  shared  the  usual  fate  of 
such  undertakings  in  not  surviving  its  first  season. 

One  month  later,  July  8th,  Prof.  McArthur’s  res¬ 
ignation  as  choirmaster  was  received  with  regret. 
His  term  of  service,  while  brief,  had  been  of  great 
value  in  the  forming  and  training  of  the  choir.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Palin  Saxby,  a  professional 
musician  of  considerable  experience,  under  whose  di- 
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rection  the  choir  soon  essayed  music  of  quite  a  diffi¬ 
cult  type,  many  of  the  arrangements  being  his  own. 

Sunday  Evensong  became  fully  choral,  and  the 
Choral  Eucharists,  which  were  established  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  were  attended  with  an  elabor¬ 
ateness  of  ceremonial  perhaps  never  otherwise  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  diocese.  Much  of  the  ceremonial  and 

music  of  that  time  has  passed  away, 
Various  yet  not  without  leaving  a  tradition  of 
Glianges.  stateliness  of  worship  which  has  add¬ 
ed  to  the  dignity  and  beauty  of  later 
uses.  The  best  legacy  left  by  this  era  in  the  life  of 
Grace  Church,  was  the  lesson  of  the  reverent  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  whole  congregation  upon  the  celebration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament.  The  unedifying  sight  of 
one  stream  of  people  seeking  the  door  as  another  seeks 
the  altar,  has  not  since  been  witnessed  at  our  ser¬ 
vices. 

During  this  summer  (1889)  a  consecrated  young 
woman  of  the  parish,  Miss  Charlotte  Henkel,  resolved 
to  devote  herself  entirely  to  the  works  of  religion  in 

the  Order  of  the  Sisterhood  of  the 
A  Vocation.  Holy  Nativity,  and  entered  upon  her 

novitiate  at  the  Mother  House  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  As  Sister  Charlotte,  she  worked 
in  the  Order  with  marked  success  and  efficiency  until 
her  lamented  death  in  1898. 

At  this  time  the  attendance  upon  the  services 
was  almost  constantly  taxing  the  seating  capacity  of 
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the  church,  the  average  for  even  the  Sunday  evenings 

in  August  being  recorded  as  165. 
Building  Plans.  Plans  for  building  were  soon  in 

the  air,  the  purpose  being  to  en¬ 
large  and  completely  alter  the  Church,  yet  still  re¬ 
taining  some  of  its  structural  parts.  Quite  an  elab¬ 
orate  set  of  plans  was  drawn  by  an  architect,  and  in 
furtherance  of  a  fund  for  the  building  project  the 
ladies  of  the  parish,  with  much  outside  assistance, 
held  a  whole  week’s  “Carnival”  at  the  Odeon,  which 
proved  a  great  success. 

Files  of  “The  Daily  Carnival,”  published  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  enterprise,  the  most  elaborate  ever 
undertaken  by  the  Guilds,  recall  the  busy  scene  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  hall  and  its  many  annexes,  where  a  choice 

Art  Loan  Exhibit,  and  numerous 
The  Garnival.  booths  for  the  sale  of  fancy  and  use¬ 
ful  articles,  refreshments,  etc.,  filled 
all  the  available  space,  while  a  constant  round  of  af¬ 
ternoon  concerts  and  evening  entertainments  further 
enlivened  the  week.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that 
“The  Temple  of  Fame,”  “The  Merchants’  Carnival,” 
and  many  other  pleasing  novelties  were  first  intro¬ 
duced  to  Lyons  audiences,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
week  the  ladies  felt  well  repaid  for  their  strenuous 
efforts  by  the  substantial  sum  in  bank  towards  the 
building  fund. 

Unfortunately  this  fund  was  afterwards  diverted 
to  other  purposes,  and  the  building  project  slumber¬ 
ed.  About  this  time,  however,  the  parish  became 
possessed  of  many  additional  furnishings  in  the  way 
of  altar  brasses,  complete  sets  of  dossals  and  hang- 
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ings  in  all  the  ecclesiastical  colors,  chalice  veils, 
burses,  and  altar  linen,  many  of  which  are  still  in  use. 

The  picture  upon  the  opposite  page,  which  gives 
the  chancel  at  Easter,  1890,  when  compared  with  the 

one  taken  in  the  previous  year,  shows 
A  Year’s  the  many  changes  wrought  in  that  time, 
Ghanges.  even  when  there  was  no  structural 

change  in  the  chancel  itself. 

Our  second  interior  will  be  recalled  as  giving  the 
general  aspect  of  chancel  and  altar  until  the  building 
operations  of  1898. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  it  was  found  that  the  vol¬ 
untary  system  of  conducting  the  vested  choir,  of 
which  the  Rector  was  now  in  charge,  since  Mr.  Sax- 
by’s  resignation  after  four  months’  service,  was  not 
altogether  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  discipline, 
and  the  choir  was  temporarily  disbanded,  to  be  soon 
afterwards  reorganized  upon  a  basis  of  payments  and 
fines,  which  has  worked  admirably  ever  since.  The 
financial  system  of  the  parish  was  also,  about  this 
time,  placed  upon  lines  which  have  continued  to  the 
present  day. 

On  August  14th,  1890,  the  vestry  was  called  to¬ 
gether  to  receive  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gamble’s  resignation 

of  the  rectorship,  he  having  ac- 
Rev.  Mr.  Gamble  cepted  work  in  the  East.  It 
Resigns.  was  received  with  expressions 

of  regret,  and  resolutions  to 
that  effect  were  ordered  drawn  up  and  sent  to  him. 
Mr.  Gamble  conducted  his  final  service  upon  the  last 
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Sunday  in  August,  having  during  the  fifteen  months 
of  his  vigorous  and  somewhat  unique  administration 
of  affairs,  recorded  11  baptisms,  a  confirmation  class 
of  12,  and  2  marriages  and  5  burials. 

*  *  * 

A  vacancy  of  five  months  resulted,  although  the 
minute  books  of  the  vestry  bear  abundant  testimony 
to  the  active  efforts  that  were  being  made  to  secure 

a  successor  in  the  rectorship.  At- 
A  Vacancy,  tempts  to  obtain  supplies  for  Sunday 

services  were  also  fruitless,  neverthe¬ 
less  it  was  resolved  to  keep  the  choir  in  constant  read¬ 
iness,  and  rehearsals  were  continued  weekly  under  the 
charge  of  the  organist  and  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Holmes, 
who  had  become  active  and  interested  in  the  work 
with  the  boys. 

After  considerable  correspondence,  a  rector  was 
secured  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  George  T.  Griffith, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  curates  of  S.  Clement’s, 
Philadelphia,  and  he  took  charge  Feb.  1st,  1891. 

In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  he  contin¬ 
ued  the  work  upon  the  lines  of  his  predecessor,  as  re¬ 
gards  ceremonial  use,  the  daily  services,  &c.  Soon 

after  his  coming,  the  fine  eucharistic 
Parish  Notes,  lights  still  in  use,  were  placed  upon 

the  altar,  being  a  gift  to  the  parish 
from  Father  Ritchie,  of  S.  Ignatius’,  New  York. 

Evidently  the  financial  support  of  the  choir  work 
was  proving  perplexing,  for  immediately  after  Easter 
the  vestry  voted  to  transfer  the  whole  problem  to 
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the  Rector,  with  the  expectation  that  he  make  the 
choir  self-sustaining,  a  task  which  naturally  proved 
too  great  an  undertaking. 

In  June,  for  the  first  time,  a  bishop  other  than 
the  Diocesan,  visited  the  parish  for  the  purpose  of 
confirmation.  Bishop  Perry  being  ill,  his  place  was 
taken  by  the  late  venerable  Bishop  Alexander  Bur¬ 
gess,  of  Quincy,  whose  patriarchal  appearance,  and  the 
eloquence  of  whose  address,  made  a  deep  impression 
upon  the  people. 

Again  a  consecrated  young  woman  of  the  parish 
dedicated  her  life  wholly  to  religion,  when  Miss  Har¬ 
riet  Smith,  in  the  early  autumn  of 
Sister  Harriet.  1891,  entered  upon  a  novitiate  in 

the  Order  of  the  Holy  Nativity. 
Sister  Harriet  has  labored  as  one  of  the  most  zealous 
and  efficient  members  of  that  Order,  and  is  now  an 
inmate  of  the  new  Mother  House,  recently  opened  at 
Pond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 

No  matters  of  especial  moment  seem  recorded  of 
the  latter  portion  of  this  twelvemonth.  Mr.  Griffith 

sent  in  his  resignation  to  the  ves- 
Glose  of  Mr.  try  to  take  effect  Peb.  1st,  1892,  at 
Griffith's  Work,  the  close  of  a  year  of  active  ser¬ 
vice,  during  which  he  had  per¬ 
formed  19  baptisms,  presented  a  class  of  17  for  con¬ 
firmation,  and  officiated  at  4  marriages  and  1  burial. 
Soon  after  leaving  Lyons  he  returned  to  the  East, 
but  is  now,  after  serving  in  various  sections  of  the 
country,  in  charge  of  S.  Stephen’s,  Baker  City,  Oregon. 
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The  vestry  were  able  to  secure  Mr.  (now  the 
Rev.  Dr.)  T.  J.  Lacey,  then  of  Kemper  Hall,  who  most 

acceptably  gave  the  people  ser- 
l An  Interregnum*  vices  during  the  Sundays  of 

Lent,  and  on  Easter  Day,  sup¬ 
plemented  by  a  celebration  on  that  festival  by  the 
Rev.  E.  J.  Cooke,  of  St.  John’s,  Clinton,  but  other¬ 
wise  services  were  suspended  during  a  vacancy  of 
seven  months.  The  choir,  however,  was  kept  fully 
organized,  under  the  faithful  charge  which  had  before 
carried  it  through  a  vacancy,  and  the  Sunday  School 
was  kept  together  by  the  efforts  of  several  young  lay¬ 
men. 


In  July  a  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Weaver,  M.  D.,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  his  service  to  begin  Sept.  1st,  1892,  and  it  is 

of  interest  to  note  that  since  that 
Dr.  Weaver  date  Grace  Church  has  not  again 
in  charge,  closed  its  doors,  save  to  afford  its 

rectors  a  well  earned  vacation. 

The  last  three  rectors  had  been  unmarried  men, 
but  the  desire  to  see  a  family  once  more  installed  in 
the  rectory  had  become  general,  and  there  have  been 
no  celibate  clergy  since. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Weaver’s  family  had  settled  in  the 
rectory,  arrangements  were  made  for  enlarging  that 
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building,  which  was  accomplished  by  throwing  out 

a  wing  to  the  rear,  thus  increasing  it 
The  Rectory  to  a  ten  room  residence,  while  a  bath- 

Enlarged.  room,  furnace  and  other  improve¬ 

ments  were  also  added  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  The  cost  of  these  improvements  was 
met,  partly  by  the  active  work  of  the  guilds,  partly 
by  an  unusually  large  Easter  offering  in  1893,  of  over 
$800.00.  A  considerable  floating  debt  which  had 
gradually  accumulated,  was  also  wiped  out. 

At  this  time  the  Sunday  School  experienced  quite 
a  marked  growth,  and  missionary  matters  also  came 
„  into  prominence.  We  have  referred 

ISSIonary  the  faithfulness  with  which  offer- 

Matters.  , 

mgs  for  missionary  objects  had  been 

taken  under  the  charge  of  the  Revs.  Samuel  and 
William  Currie,  but  later,  for  some,  years  attention 
had  been  diverted  from  this  duty.  Now,  however, 
it  was  taken  up  with  real  enthusiasm,  and  for  two 
years  in  succession  the  Sunday  School  of  Grace 
Church  led  all  the  schools  of  the  diocese  in  its  Easter 
offering  for  General  Missions,  while  organized  work 
on  missionary  lines  took  permanent  shape  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  parish  branch  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary, 
dating  from  Nov.  24th,  1893,  and  with  the  following 
as  its  first  officers:  President,  Mrs.  Wm.  Holmes; 
Vice  Pres.,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Ashton;  Secretary,  Miss  H. 
E.  Henningsen;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Joyce.  This 
branch  at  once  assumed,  and  has  ever  since  main¬ 
tained,  a  very  high  rank  among  the  similar  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  diocese. 
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The  daily  services  were  discontinued  during  this 
rectorate,  and  the  ceremonial  use  modified  to  that 

more  simple,  yet  dignified  and  impres- 
A  Modified  sive  form,  which  has  since  been  the 
Service.  standard  of  the  parish  services,  as  it 

indeed  obtains  in  the  vast  majority  of 
the  churches  of  our  communion. 

The  first  fruits  of  that  spiritual  harvest  among 
the  boys  of  the  vested  choir,  which  has  since  been  one 
of  the  main  sources  of  parish  growth,  began  also  to 
be  apparent,  many  of  the  candidates  for  baptism  and 
confirmation  coming  from  the  ranks  of  the  youthful 
singers. 

Finances  were  considered  to  warrant  an  increase 
of  the  rector’s  salary,  which  was  voted  him  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  second  year. 

On  Ash  Wednesday,  being  Feb.  7th,  1894,  the 
vestry  was  called  together  and  Dr.  Weaver  presented 

his  resignation,  he  having  accepted  a 
Dp.  Weaver  call  to  Trinity  Church,  Davenport. 

Resigns.  It  was  received  with  surprise  and  re¬ 
gret,  more  especially  as  it  was  felt 
that  the  parish  would  be  likely  to  suffer  from  such  a 
succession  of  short  rectorships;  however,  Dr.  Weaver 
agreed  to  remain  in  his  charge  until  Faster  Day,  and 
so  effectually  urged  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
secure  a  successor,  that  we  find  the  very  same  vestry 
meeting  extending  a  unanimous  call  to  the  Rev.  C. 
W.  Tyler,  of  Guthrie,  Oklahoma,  which  in  due  time 
was  accepted. 

Again  a  bishop  other  than  the  Diocesan  admin¬ 
istered  confirmation  in  the  parish.  A  class  presented 
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during  Lent  was  confirmed  by  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  Chas. 
R.  Hale,  D.  D.,  of  Cairo,  Bishop  Perry  being  then 
abroad  for  his  health. 

Dr.  Weaver  held  his  closing  services  on  Easter 
Day,  on  which  occasion  was  first  used  the  beautiful 
jeweled  chalice  and  paten,  presented  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  gift  by  Margaret  and  Leonard  Rob- 
£1  Gift,  bins  Welles,  which  is  among  the  choic¬ 
est  possessions  of  the  parish. 

Dr.  Weaver,  during  an  active  and  successful  min¬ 
istry  of  nineteen  months,  had  baptized  43,  presented  for 
confirmation  2  classes  numbering  28,  and  had  offici¬ 
ated  at  7  marriages  and  13  burials.  After  serving  in 
Davenport  for  a  number  of  years,  he  is  now  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  Pompton,  N.  J. 

&  * 

Without  the  interruption  of  a  single  service,  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Tyler  assumed  charge  of  the  parish  on 

the  first  Sunday  after  Eas- 
The  Rev.  G.  W.  Tyler  ter,  and  all  activities  were 
III  G  (large.  continued  upon  former  lines. 

Further  improvements 
were  made  to  the  rectory  for  the  comfort  and  con¬ 
venience  of  its  latest  occupants,  but  soon  it  became 
apparent  that  the  parish  was  facing  a  serious  prob¬ 
lem  from  without,  not  within. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  the  lumbering  industry 
had  been  the  main  industrial  stay  of  the  community, 
and  this  industry  was  now  rapidly  declining.  In  the 
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spring  of  1894  three  of  the  four  large  saw  mills  were 

permanently  closed,  and  hundreds  of 
F I  Grisis.  men  thrown  out  of  employment.  Many 

families  sought  homes  elsewhere,  and  all 
business  conditions  were  much  depressed.  It  seemed 
as  though  the  fruits  of  all  the  hopeful  progress  of  the 
last  half  dozen  years,  which  had  more  than  doubled 
the  communicant  roll,  and  extended  the  Church’s  in¬ 
fluence  widely,  beyond  even  these  bounds,  were  likely 
to  be  swept  away.  Death  also  was  busy,  and  the 
parish  especially  and  keenly  felt  the  loss  of  its  Senior 
Warden,  Mr.  Robert  N.  Rand,  who  as  parish  treas¬ 
urer,  vestryman  and  warden,  had  been  most  closely 
identified  with  all  the  interests  of  Grace  Church,  al¬ 
most  from  its  beginning.  In  January,  1895,  the  ves¬ 
try  met  to  adopt  resolutions  upon  the  death  of  their 
lamented  co-worker,  which  had  occurred  shortly  be¬ 
fore. 

Aside  from  the  financial  problems  of  this  year, 
the  only  item  of  note  is  the  signing  by  the  vestry  of 
a  certificate  of  recommendation  for  Prof.  P.  T.  Pitch, 

as  a  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders.  Prof. 
FY  Candidate  Pitch  was  at  the  time  superintendent 
Tor  Orders,  of  schools  in  Lyons,  and  an  educator 

of  much  experience  and  ability.  He 
was  admitted  to  deacon’s  orders  in  June,  1895,  and 
for  a  time  did  missionary  work  in  the  diocese,  but 
later  returned  to  educational  pursuits,  withdrew  his 
application  for  priest’s  orders,  and  is  now  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  at  Watertown,  S.  D. 

In  a  single  year  the  parish  lost  one-third  of  its 


46 


accustomed  revenues,  and  over  one-fourth  of  its  com¬ 
municants  by  death  and  removal,  nevertheless  by  Eas¬ 
ter,  1895,  it  was  found  that,  since,  fortunately,  the 

parish  had  faced  this  crisis  free  of  debt, 
A  Brighter  it  would  be  possible,  by  strict  economy, 
Outlook.  complete  harmony,  and  self-sacrifice,  to 

weather  the  storm.  Rector  and  people 
worked  hand  in  hand  to  this  end. 

The  finances  were  given  a  thorough  revision; 
St.  Margaret’s  Guild  at  this  time  assumed  obligations 
for  the  choir  expenses  which  have  ever  since  consti¬ 
tuted  the  society’s  chief  charge;  with  singular  devo¬ 
tion  choirmaster  and  organist  gave  their  services,  as 
they  have  cheerfully  done  through  all  the  intervening 
years,  and  so,  by  the  help  and  self-denial  of  both  priest 
and  people,  the  parish  went  on  hopefully  to  new 
tasks,  not  even  missionary  obligations  being  neglected. 

In  the  spring  of  1895,  a  question  which  had  been 
debated  for  years,  reached  its  final  settlement  in  the 
annexation  of  Lyons  to  Clinton,  of  which  it  hence¬ 
forth  constituted  the  Sixth  and 
Annexation,  Seventh  wards.  Still  retaining  its 

separate  postoffice,  depots,  schools, 
and  churches,  and  largely  its  distinctive  social  and 
business  life,  the  old  name  is,  locally,  as  freely  used  as 
ever,  though  it  has  vanished  from  many  a  map.  In 
diocesan  reports  and  journals  our  parish  has  since 
been  playing  a  game  of  hide-and-seek  most  perplexing 
to  strangers,  being  listed  sometimes  as  Lyons,  again 
as  Clinton,  and  at  other  times  as  North  Clinton. 

The  common  interests  of  one  municipality  have 
undoubtedly,  in  the  course  of  time,  brought  about  a 
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growing  solidarity  of  feeling,  and  made  St.  John’s  seem 
a  closer  neighbor  than  it  erstwhile  had  been. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  (1895)  the  parish  holdings 
were  increased  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Guild  Room. 

The  plan  of  providing  some  convenient 
The  Guild  place  for  choir  practice,  guild  meetings, 
Room.  etc.,  had  been  frequently  considered,  but 
the  immediate  occasion  of  this  move¬ 
ment  was  to  give  accommodation  to  the  sessions  of 
an  Industrial  School  which  had  gradually  grown  up. 
A  lady  of  the  parish,  Mrs.  T.  T.  Ashton,  began  by 
gathering  the  children  of  her  neighborhood  in  her 
home,  teaching  them  sewing,  mending,  and  other 
forms  of  needle-work,  with  which  she  combined 
Scripture  and  Catechism  instruction.  The  class  en¬ 
tirely  outgrew  its  quarters,  and  she  sought  advice 
from  the  Rector.  A  plan  was  soon  formed.  Near 
the  Church  stood  a  well  constructed  little  building, 
erected  for  a  private  school,  which  had  later  gone  out 
of  existence.  Of  this  building  some  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  parish  were  part  owners.  They  gladly  pre¬ 
sented  their  interests  in  it  to  the  parish,  Messrs.  M. 
A.  Disbrow  and  S.  W.  Gardiner  each  signing  over  a 
third,  while  Mr.  W.  T.  Joyce  contributed  a  sum  suf¬ 
ficient  to  purchase  the  remaining  third.  At  the  same 
time  the  heirs  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  N.  Rand  deeded  to 
the  parish  a  lot  to  the  west  of  the  rectory,  upon 
which  the  building  was  to  be  located.  The  vestry 
adopted  suitable  resolutions  of  thanks  to  these  vari¬ 
ous  donors. 

A  general  subscription  provided  the  means  for 


48 


removing  the  building  to  its  new  site,  and  fitting  it 
up  for  use,  and  it  was  soon  the  scene  of  various  busy 
activities.  Though  after  a  time  ill-health  compelled 
the  manager  of  the  Industrial  School  to  disband  her 
class,  the  Guild  Room  remained  to  the  parish  as  a 
constant  convenience  in  Sunday  School,  choir,  and 
other  work. 

One  of  the  first  results  of  this  new 

The  parish  possession  was  the  formation 

Choir  Club,  of  the  “Choir  Club,”  in  November, 

1895.  It  was  designed  to  provide  so¬ 
cial,  literary  and  athletic  pastime  for  past  and  pres¬ 
ent  members  of  the  choir,  and  its  first  officers  were  as 
follows:  President,  Prank  C.  Brandt;  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  William  H.  Sievers;  Secretary,  Fred  M.  Hess, 
Treasurer,  Bert  E.  Brandt;  Librarian,  Oscar  W. 
Larson. 

Some  notice  was  taken  of  the  fortieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  parish  in  December,  1895,  the  Rector 

preaching  an  historical  sermon,  and 
Fortieth  a  sketch  of  the  parish  history  ap- 
Annlversary-  pearing  in  the  city  papers.  About 

this  time  was  begun  the  task  of  se¬ 
curing  portraits  of  all  the  past  rectors.  It  was  at¬ 
tended  with  considerable  difficulty,  but  finally  crowned 
with  entire  success,  and  the  faces  of  all  who  have  ever 
been  in  charge  of  Grace  Church,  as  well  as  of  the 
several  bishops  of  the  diocese,  now  look  down  from 
the  walls  of  the  choir  room. 

In  the  spring  of  1896  still  another  parish  society 


49 


was  formed  in  the  organization  of  St.  Helena’s  Guild. 

This  was  designed  for  young  girls 
St.  Helena's  still  of  school  age,  and  was  intended 
Guild.  to  lead  up  to  membership  in  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Guild.  Its  first  officers  were: 
Manager,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Cole;  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Helen  Duncan. 

The  reports  at  Easter,  1896,  showed  a  very  en¬ 
couraging  condition  of  affairs,  and  there  was  a  gen¬ 
eral  exchange  of  felicitations.  The  choirmaster  and 
organist  were  presented  with  gifts  in  appreciation  of 
their  faithful  services,  and  the  ladies  of  Grace  Church 
Guild  began  to  plan  a  forward  movement.  At  their 

June  meeting  it  was  definitely  resolved 
Progress,  to  take  up  once  more  the  project  of  re¬ 
building  the  Church,  the  condition  of  the 
wooden  chancel,  now  forty  years  old,  crying  loudly 
for  action.  All  energies  were  to  be  bent  in  this  di¬ 
rection,  and  the  ladies  took  up  the  task  with  enthusi¬ 
asm,  and  with  marked  success. 

For  almost  two  years  there  is  little  to  chronicle, 
save  the  singleness  of  purpose  with  which  the  parish 
pressed  towards  this  goal.  The  ladies  were  gradu¬ 
ally  accumulating  a  handsome  sum  in  bank,  but  the 
gentlemen  also  were  zealous  in  good  works,  and  the 
parish  wood-yard  may  be  still  recalled  in  which  rect¬ 
or  and  vestrymen  vied  with  each  other  in  sawing  and 
piling  fuel  for  the  following  winter’s  use,  to  the  great 
delight  of  the  choir  boys  and  the  passers  by. 

At  last  came  the  fruition  of  so  many  hopes  and 
efforts,  and  on  January  4th,  1898,  we  find  that  the 
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vestry  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rect¬ 
or  and  Mr.  A.  O.  Cole,  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 

for  the  contemplated  improve- 
Building  Plans.  ments.  The  following  months 

saw  the  project  taking  more  de¬ 
finite  shape.  By  the  latter  part  of  March  plans  which 
provided  for  the  lengthening  of  the  Church  upon  the 
lines  of  the  nave,  and  the  construction  of  a  large  choir- 
room  to  the  north,  had  been  submitted,  and  the  vestry 
had  formally  given  its  sanction  to  the  general  plan. 

At  Easter  all  bills  were  reported  paid  and  bal¬ 
ances  in  the  hands  of  all  the  various  treasurers,  and 
it  was  felt  that  nothing  now  stood  in  the  way  of  suc¬ 
cess.  Soon  after  the  parish  subscription  was  started, 
the  various  guilds  heading  the  list  with  generous 
amounts.  Memorials  began  also  to  be  offered,  and, 
after  the  general  building  fund  had  been  secured,  were 
gratefully  accepted. 

Bishop  Perry  was  much  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
contemplated  improvements,  and  offered  to  come  and 
lay  the  corner-stone  of  the  addition  with  appropriate 

ceremonies,  but  such  was  not  to 
Bishop  Perry’s  be,  for  a  few  weeks  later,  on  May 
Death.  13th,  1898,  he  passed  away. 

Though  long  in  failing  health,  the 
suddenness  of  the  final  summons  came  as  a  distinct 
shock.  His  relations  with  the  Lyons  parish  had  al¬ 
ways  been  of  the  friendliest,  and  especially  in  his  later 
years  he  was  wont  to  speak  of  his  visits  there  as  a 
rest  and  refreshment  to  him. 
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On  May  31st,  the  Rector  could  report  that  the 
cost  of  the  building  was  practically  assured,  thanks 
largely  to  his  zealous  handling  of  the  finances,  and  the 

vestry  awarded  the  major  portions 
Work  Begins,  of  the  contracts,  Messrs.  D.  W. 

Case,  A.  O.  Cole  and  John  Tolson 
serving  as  the  building  committee.  On  June  5th,  be¬ 
ing  Trinity  Sunday,  the  last  services  were  held  in  the 
Church  before  building  operations  began,  and  by  noon 
of  the  following  day  the  little  wooden  chancel  which 
for  forty  years  had  been  the  shrine  where  devout 
souls  sought  strength  and  spiritual  sustenance  at  the 
altar,  and  from  which  so  many  a  sweet  song  of  praise 
had  gone  up,  was  already  a  thing  of  the  past. 

But  services  were  not  interrupted,  save  for  a 
single  Sunday.  By  the  kindness  of  the  Masons  ex¬ 
cellent  quarters  were  secured  in  the  Temple,  and 
there  services  and  Sunday  School  were  regularly  held 
throughout  the  summer,  with  a  most  gratifying  at¬ 
tendance.  This  summer  of  1898,  an 
Summer  anxious  season  to  the  orphaned  diocese, 
Services,  was  a  most  busy  and  happy  one  to  the 

Lyons  parish.  The  work  went  on  to 
its  desired  completion,  memorials  multiplied,  and  each 
parishioner  seemed  vying  with  the  other  in  generous 
giving  and  warmth  of  interest. 

At  length  came  the  longed-for  day  when  the 
Church  doors  were  to  be  re-opened.  This  took  place 
Oct.  2d,  being  the  Seventeenth  Sunday  after  Trinity, 
and  probably  never  in  the  parish  history  has  so  hap- 
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py  a  day  been  kept.  The  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Green,  D. 

D.,  President  of  the  Standing  Com- 
The  Ghurch  mittee,  and  as  such  representing  the 
Re-Opened.  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the  Dio¬ 
cese,  celebrated  at  the  early  service, 
and  blessed  the  memorials  then  in  place.  At  the  sec¬ 
ond  service,  which  opened  with  a  solemn  Te  Deum, 
the  Rector  celebrated,  and  Dr.  Green  preached  a  most 
eloquent  sermon,  every  seat  in  the  Church  being  filled, 
while  at  evening  service,  at  which  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
Morrill,  of  St.  John’s,  assisted,  and  Dr.  Green  again 
preached,  there  was  an  attendance  which  more  than 
overflowed  the  building,  groups  standing  under  every 
open  window  throughout  the  service,  and  filling  the 
adjoining  rectory. 

There  was  little  within  the  Church  to  remind 

one  of  the  old  building;  so  complete  indeed  had  been 

► 

the  alteration  wrought  that  the  people  instinctively 
spoke  of  “the  new  Church.”  Only  the  windows  of 

the  nave  and  the  outline  of  the  walls 
Changes  in  and  ceiling  remained,  while  the 
the  Building.  chancel  effect  was  entirely  different, 

and  of  furnishings  only  the  font, 
the  altar  brasses,  the  processional  cross,  and  the 
lectern  Bible,  had  been  carried  over.  The  erection  of 
a  rood-screen,  which  it  was  felt  must  some  day  com¬ 
plete  the  effect,  was  necessarily  deferred. 

In  striking  contrast  to  the  former  small,  dark, 
and  uncomfortably  crowded  choir-room,  was  the  new 
and  commodious  one,  well  supplied  with  cupboards 
and  lockers,  and  the  choir  thoroughly  appreciated 
these  conveniences,  as  well  as  the  greater  space  af- 
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forded  in  the  chancel  itself.  At  the  same  time  the 
rectory  had  been  greatly  improved  by  the  addition  of 
a  large  porch,  both  rectory  and  Guild  Room  painted, 
and  the  entire  parish  property  put  in  the  most  thor¬ 
ough  repair. 

We  have  previously  mentioned  the  fact  that  many 
memorials  were  offered  for  the  furnishing  of  the 
Chnrch,  the  number  and  richness  of  these  permitting 
of  an  equipment  for  the  sanctuary  much  beyond  what 

could  have  been  secured  from  any  gen- 
Memorials*  eral  fund.  For  a  long  succession  of 

meetings  the  vestry  seemed  to  have 
little  beyond  the  happy  occupation  of  voting  to  accept 
some  proffered  gift.  It  may  be  said  in  a  general  way 
that  practically  all  the  interior  furnishings,  save  the 
pews  and  choir-stalls,  were  provided  by  these  special 
gifts,  the  placing  of  which  extended  over  a  consider¬ 
able  period  of  time. 

Below  we  give  a  complete  list  of  these  memorials 
and  gifts  to  date: 

Carved  oak  altar  and  reredos  in  memory  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Norton  Rand. 

Bishop’s  chair  in  memory  of  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Stev¬ 
ens  Perry,  Second  Bishop  of  Iowa. 

Clergy  chair  in  memory  of  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Currie. 

Oak  credence  table  in  memory  of  William  C. 
Clifton. 

Two-manual  pipe  organ,  the  gift  of  Mr.  W.  T. 
Joyce. 

Brass  lectern  in  memory  of  Eunice  Bright  Lake. 

Brass  and  oak  pulpit,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Silas  W.. 
Gardiner. 
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Brass  and  oak  litany  desk  in  memory  of  Charles 
Henry  Lothrop,  M.  D. 

Brass  alms  bason  in  memory  of  Josephine  Loomis 
Whitney. 

Cut  glass  cruets  in  memory  of  Rt.  Rev.  Henry 
Washington  Lee,  Hirst  Bishop  of  Iowa. 

Chancel  prayer  book  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  H. 
W.  Beers,  D.  D. 

Silver  ciborium  in  memory  of  Josephine  Loomis 
Whitney. 

Windows  in  memory  of  Lola  Ashton,  Lucy  T. 
Walden,  William  Carl  Grohe,  Harry  A.  Neesley,  An¬ 
na  M.  Gabriel,  and  Wm.  H.  Cook. 

Of  these  the  memorials  to  the  bishops  and  clergy- 
men  were  the  offering  of  the  congregation  in  general; 
the  windows  to  William  Carl  Grohe  and  Harry  A. 
Neesley,  two  faithful  crucifers,  were  gifts  by  the 
choir  and  many  other  friends  of  the  deceased,  the  un¬ 
veiling  being  in  each  case  conducted  with  special  ser¬ 
vices,  while  the  remainder  of  the  memorials  were  given 
by  the  immediate  families  of  those  commemorated. 

The  many  chancel  furnishings  displaced  by  the 
new  equipment,  were,  by  vote  of  the  vestry,  turned 
over  to  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary,  and  by  them,  through 
the  Archdeacon,  placed  with  various  missions  in  the 
diocese.  Being  in  excellent  condition,  they  were 
everywhere  gratefully  accepted.  The  pretty  little 
altar  is  now  to  be  seen  in  Denison,  and  the  other  fur¬ 
nishings  are  widely  scattered. 

Soon  after  the  re-opening  of  the  Church,  the 
episcopate  being  still  vacant,  Bishop  Graves,  of  Lar¬ 
amie,  visited  the  parish  to  confirm  an  interesting  class, 
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and  greatly  pleased  the  congregation  with  his  account 
of  the  work  of  his  missionary  jurisdiction.  The  par¬ 
ish  had  been  fully  represented  in  both  of  the  Conven¬ 
tions  called  to  consider  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
Bishop  Perry,  and  one  week  after  the  choice  had  been 
effected  we  find  the  following  minute: 

“At  the  suggestion  of  the  Rector  he  was  instruct¬ 
ed  to  write  to  the  Rev.  T.  N.  Morrison,  D.  D.,  urging 
him  to  accept  the  election  as  bishop,  and  assuring 
him  of  the  hearty  support  of  this  parish.” 

Bishop  Morrison  was  conse- 
lowa^S  Third  crated  on  Feb.  22d,  1899,  entering 
Bishop.  upon  his  work  in  the  diocese  with 

the  first  Sunday  in  March.  On  the 
29th  of  the  same  month,  being  Wednesday  of  Holy 
Week,  he  made  his  first  visitation  to  Grace  Church. 
His  words  of  greeting  won  him  all  hearts  at  once, 
and  the  utmost  cordiality  has  marked  his  relations 
with  the  parish  ever  since. 

This  Easter  (1889)  marked  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  introduction  of  the  vested  choir,  and  the  close 
of  the  fifth  year  of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Tyler’s  rectorate, 
both  being  observed  not  only  in  the  special  services 
of  Easter  Day,  but  also  in  a  social  way.  In  a  sermon 

reviewing  the  work  of  these  five 
An  years  we  find,  on  the  financial  side, 

Anniversary,  that  the  following  figures  were 

given:  The  offerings  of  the  five 
years  aggregated  $15,000,  of  which  $1,000  was  given 
to  diocesan  and  missionary  objects,  over  $6,000  had 
been  expended  upon  improvements  to  the  parish 
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property,  while  the  remainder  covered  current  ex¬ 
penses.  This  achievement,  in  the  face  of  constantly 
depressed  business  conditions,  and  a  steady  stream  of 
removals,  to  say  nothing  of  the  inevitable  losses  by 
death,  was  certainly  a  notable  one. 

But  while  we  have  been  speaking  of  the  tempor¬ 
alities  of  the  parish,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  the 
spiritualities  were  being  overlooked.  On  the  contrary, 

during  all  these  years,  the  Church 
The  Ghurch  in  was  quietly  but  surely  gaining  in 
the  Gommunity.  influence  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  the  constantly  multiply¬ 
ing  names  upon  the  parish  register  bore  mute  witness 
to  the  manner  in  which  she  was  ministering  in  a  more 
and  more  helpful  way  to  “all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men,”  both  in  life  and  death. 

The  gradual,  yet  very  marked  growth  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School,  is  especially  to  be  noted.  By  1900  it  had 
become  the  third  largest  in  the  diocese,  and  new  fam¬ 
ilies  were  constantly  drawn  in  by  means  of  this  agency. 

Matters  continued  in  this  pleasant  and  generally 
prosperous  condition,  until  on  Jan.  4th,  1901,  we  find 
that  the  vestry  was  called  together  to  receive  the  fol¬ 
lowing  communication: 

“To  the  Grace  Rectorv, 

J  7 

Wardens  and  Vestrymen,  Lyons,  la., 

Grace  Church,  Jan.  4,  1901. 

Lyons,  Iowa. 

Gentlemen: 

I  with  much  reluctance  tender  you  my  resignation 
as  rector  of  Grace  Church,  to  take  effect  Feb.  1st,  1901. 

Chas.  Witcombe  Tyler.” 
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this  resignation  being  the  result  of  an  acce  pt- 
ance  of  a  call  to  a  greatly  enlarged  field  of  labor  at 
New  Castle,  Pa. 

The  vestry,  while  accepting  the 
Glose  of  resignation,  at  once  appointed  a  com- 
Rectorate.  mittee  to  draft  resolutions  of  regret  at 

the  severance  of  such  pleasant  relations, 
similar  action  being  taken  by  various  other  parish 
organizations. 

Bishop  Morrison  came  to  confer  with  the  vestry 
concerning  the  impending  vacancy,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  Church  must  be  kept  open  every  Sunday,  and 
that  active  steps  should  at  once  be  taken  to  secure  a 
rector. 

The  closing  services  of  this  rectorate  were  held 
upon  the  last  Sunday  in  January,  following  which  a 
farewell  reception  was  tendered  the  outgoing  Rector 
and  his  wife.  Upon  this  occasion  they  were  present¬ 
ed  with  a  sum  in  gold,  enclosed  in  a  silver  casket  suit¬ 
ably  inscribed,  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  and  affection 
with  which  they  were  regarded  both  in  the  parish  and 
the  community. 

In  the  nearly  seven  years  of  this,  the  longest  and 
one  of  the  happiest  administrations  in  the  parish  his¬ 
tory,  we  find  a  record  of  116  baptisms,  6  confirmation 
classes  numbering  75  individuals,  and  38  marriages 
and  79  burials. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Tyler  has  recently  resigned  the 
parish  at  New  Castle,  and  is  now  officiating  near 
Boston,  with  temporary  address  at  Washington,  R.  I. 

>f*  * 
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During  the  three  months  which  intervened  before 
a  new  rector  entered  into  residence,  services  were 
conducted  every  Sunday,  either  by  clerical  supplies, 
or  by  the  Senior  Warden,  Mr.  D.  W.  Case,  acting  as 

lay  reader.  Not  only  did  all  the 
Grace  Ghurch  various  parish  activities  continue 
Social  Glub.  unabated,  but  it  was  during  this 

interim  that  still  another  organiza¬ 
tion  appeared  in  the  Grace  Church  Social  Club,  in¬ 
tended  to  pursue  social  and  literary  objects,  and  dat¬ 
ing  from  Feb.  27th,  1901,  with  the  following  as  its 
first  officers:  President,  Miss  Bessie  Bowman;  Vice 
Pres.,  Miss  Elizabeth  Damour:  Secretary,  Miss  Amy 
Westbrook;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  L-  Holmes;  Assistant 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Cramond. 

We  find  that  at  a  vestry  meeting  on  March  11th, 
1901,  a  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Jones,  of 
Marshall,  Texas,  to  become  rector  of  the  parish,  which 

call,  after  some  correspond- 
The  Rev.  T*  W.  Jones  ence,  was  accepted,  his 
Galled.  charge  to  begin  May  1st. 

With  this  date,  therefore, 
the  present  rectorate,  now  in  its  fifth  year,  was  ush¬ 
ered  in. 

In  general  all  parish  matters  continued  upon  es¬ 
tablished  lines.  The  first  subject  of  importance  taken 
up  was  the  cancelling  of  a  floating  indebtedness  of 
some  hundreds  of  dollars,  remaining  from  the  build¬ 
ing  operations  of  1898.  'Ihis  was  successfully  ac¬ 
complished,  and  at  a  visitation  of  the  parish  on  Dec. 


THE  REV.  T.  W.  JONES,  D.  D 
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29th,  1901,  Bishop  Morrison  conducted  a  service  of 
consecration  for  the  new  portion  of  the  church  build¬ 
ing. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  year  the  matter  of 
planning  for  a  possible  parish  building  to  take  the 
place  of  the  modest  Guild  Room,  was  more  or  less 

discussed,  and  it  was  announced 
More  Building  that  the  Easter  offering,  in  1903, 
Plans.  would  be  devoted  to  a  fund  for 

such  object.  The  project  has, 
however,  taken  no  further  shape,  the  sum  on  hand  be¬ 
ing  deposited  at  interest  and  held  for  the  future. 

In  the  fall  of  1903,  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  com¬ 
pleted  ten  years  of  honorable  service  in  the  cause  of 
missions,  and  marked  this  anniversary  by  a  special 
observance  on  Dec.  3d,  the  occasion  being  graced  by 
the  presence  of  Bishop  Morrison,  who  made  a  most 
helpful  address. 

At  Easter,  1904,  the  vested 
Anniversaries,  choir  observed  its  fifteenth  anni¬ 
versary.  The  day  was  one  long  to 
be  remembered,  not  only  for  the  special  beauty  of  the 
music  rendered,  and  the  solemn  corporate  communion 
of  past  and  present  members  at  the  early  service,  but 
also  for  the  happy  surprise  prepared  for  the  choir  at 
the  close  of  the  day,  by  one  of  its  original  members, 
in  the  gift  to  each  of  a  beautifully  printed  and  illus¬ 
trated  book,  containing  a  full  history  of  the  life  and 
work  of  the  choir  from  its  first  inception. 

Once  more  plans  for  improving  the  parish  prop¬ 
erty  were  brought  forward,  and  again  Grace  Church 
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Guild  led  in  the  enterprise.  While  various  minor 

betterments,  such  as  the  laying  of 

Further  permanent  walks,  the  installing  of 

Improvements,  a  water-motor  for  the  organ,  etc., 

had  been  but  recently  made,  this 
involved  a  thorough  reconstruction  of  the  interior  of 
the  church.  The  ceiling  of  the  nave,  dating  from  the 
first  erection  of  the  building,  was  found  to  be  in  an 
unsafe  condition,  and  it  was  felt  that  this  presented 
a  good  opportunity  for  getting  rid  of  the  low,  plas- 

i 

tered  effect,  and  introducing  an  open,  timbered  roof, 
as  well  as  for  erecting  the  much-desired  rood-screen. 

A  few  months  of  discussion  sufficiently  matured 
the  project  to  call  for  definite  action,  and  at  a  vestry 
meeting  held  on  Sept.  27th,  1904,  it  was  voted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  improvements,  and  plans  for  the  work 
drawn  by  Morrell  &  Son,  of  Clinton,  were  accepted. 

The  following  month  Messrs.  D.  W.  Case  and  A. 
O.  Cole  were  appointed  a  building  committee,  and 
still  later  it  was  decided  that  the  material  employed 
should  be  quartered  red  oak,  corresponding  with  the 
pews  and  chancel  furnishings,  but  it  was  not  possible 
to  begin  the  actual  work  until  the  latter  part  of  Jan¬ 
uary.  During  the  seven  weeks  that  the  Church  was 
closed  for  this  remodeling,  services  were  regularly 
held  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall.  The  re-opening  of  the 
Church  occurred  on  March  16th,  at  an  evening  Lenten 
service,  at  which  the  Rev.  Allen  Judd,  of  St.  John’s, 
preached. 

The  change  wrought  in  the  interior  was  nothing 
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short  of  a  transformation,  and  the  effect  secured  even 

beyond  expectations.  For  the 
Present  Interior,  first  time  the  proportions  of  the 

building  were  shown  to  com¬ 
plete  advantage,  and  these  latest  improvements  form 
the  appropriate  frame  and  setting  of  all  that  has  gone 
before,  enhancing  the  richness  of  windows  and  other 
furnishings,  and  giving  the  parish  a  church  of  whose 
beauty  they  may  well  feel  proud. 

The  thought  of  fitly  observing  the  approaching 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  parish, 
most  appropriately  followed  upon  these  latest  achieve¬ 
ments,  and  a  few  weeks  after  Faster  the  vestry  took 

action  by  naming  a  committee,  con- 
The  Golden  sisting  of  the  Rector,  D.  W.  Case,  A. 

Jubilee.  O.  Cole,  and  A.  L.  Holmes,  to  form 

larger  committees  for  planning  and 
taking  charge  of  the  entire  undertaking. 

This  committee  very  shortly  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing  committees  to  have  charge  of  the  various  details 
which  their  names  indicate,  those  thus  selected  enter¬ 
ing  upon  their  tasks  in  due  time  with  interest  and 
zeal,  and  thus  making  possible  the  successful  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  project.  In  the  lists  as  given  below, 
the  one  first  named  on  each  committee  is  the  chairman: 


Committees  for  the  Golden  Jubilee. 


Program: 


The  Rector, 

A.  L.  Holmes, 
Chas.  J.  Reusche 


Karl  L.  Johnstone, 
Miss  Marion  Rand, 
Miss  Gertrude  Davis. 
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Soliciting: 


Miss  E.  D.  Henningsen, 
Miss  Emma  Jackson, 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Scott, 


S.  W.  Gardiner, 
A.  L.  Holmes, 
D.  W.  Case, 


Mrs.  E.  E.  Fay, 

Miss  Mary  H.  Leimbach, 
Miss  Harriet  D.  Peters, 
Miss  Florence  Conway, 
F.  C.  Brayton, 

The 


A.  O.  Cole, 

J.  E.  Dolan, 

E.  H.  Horst, 
W.  C.  Johnson, 
G.  C.  Rudman, 
Rector. 


Historical: 


Miss  H.  E.  Henningsen,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Rand, 
Miss  Nona  Baldwin,  S.  C.  Rand, 

T.  T.  Ashton, 


Entertainment : 


Mrs.  A.  O.  Cole, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Duncan, 
Mrs.  James  H.  White, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Ashton, 
Mrs.  O.  A.  Wade, 

Mrs.  Frank  Gage, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Damour, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Heupel, 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Tritschler, 
Mrs.  J.  F.  T.  Stamm, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Eeedham, 
Miss  Fannie  Walden, 

Mrs. 


Mrs.  D.  W.  Case, 
Miss  Leah  Eeedham, 
G.  W.  Ashton, 

F.  W.  Eeedham, 

J.  F.  T.  Stamm, 

J.  E.  Dolan, 

Harry  F.  Sievers, 

E.  H.  Horst, 

Alfred  W.  Sievers, 
Henry  A.  Sino, 
Claude  E.  Harrison, 
Leon  Brandt, 

.  W.  Buell. 
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Decorating: 

Mrs.  Izona  B.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Disbrow, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Childs,  Miss  Gertrude  Rodman, 

Mrs.  Chas.  Osborn,  Miss  Hazel  McKinley, 

Miss  Nona  Baldwin. 

The  program  committee  in  time  outlined  a  plan 
for  celebrating  the  anniversary  day,  December  22d, 
which  called  for  a  festival  service  in  the  morning,  and 
a  banquet  for  the  whole  parish  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  as  also  the  gathering  of  a  special  thank- 
offering,  to  be  laid  upon  the  altar  in  gold  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  service. 

The  historical  committee,  who  were  charged  with 
the  preparation  of  a  suitable  history  of  the  parish, 
the  same  to  be  made  a  gift  to  the  communicants  and 
supporters  of  the  parish,  on  the  anniversary,  in  thus 
drawing  so  near  the  close  of  what  has  been  to  them, 
throughout,  a  labor  of  love,  have  been  much  impress¬ 
ed  with  the  fact  that  the  story  of  the 
Parish  fifty  years  thus  studied  and  recorded,  is 
History,  not  an  unworthy  nor  an  uninteresting 
one.  Mistakes  there  have  been,  since 
all  are  human.  Some  chapters  of  the  past  life  of  our 
parish  are  looked  back  upon  only  with  regret.  Much 
can  never  be  written,  save  as  it  is  deeply  graven  upon 
the  hearts  of  those  who  shared  that  life.  Yet  through 
good  days  and  ill,  Grace  Church  has  never  lacked 
faithful  and  devoted  men  and  women,  glad  to  give  of 
time  and  means  and  service  in  the  work  of  this  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Master’s  vineyard,  and  loving  even  with  a 
passionate  love  the  spiritual  mother  who  nurtured 
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them.  The  fathers  wrought  well  in  their  day  and 
generation,  and  the  children  have  entered  upon  a 
goodly  heritage  in  no  mean  spirit. 

In  studying  the  fifty  years  of  our  parish  history 
it  becomes  apparent  that  they  fall  naturally  into  three 
periods  of  almost  equal  length.  First  a  beginning  of 
high  hope  and  unusual  promise,  gradually  merging 
into  depression;  then  years  of  quiet,  earnest  labor  and 
prayer,  amidst  many  discouragements,  and  with  small 
outward  token  of  success,  until  at  last,  after  the  sow¬ 
ing  of  one  and  the  watering  of  another,  God  gave  the 
increase,  and  in  the  closing  one-third  of  our  history 
there  have  been  by  far  more  baptisms  and  confirma¬ 
tions  recorded  than  in  the  other  two-thirds,  while, 
amidst  unfavorable  business  conditions,  and  a  con¬ 
stant  stream  of  removals,  the  communicant  list  has 

yet  increased  from  the  sixty  or  more 
The  Present,  at  which  the  number  stood  with 

persistency  for  many  years,  until 
two  hundred  were  reported  at  the  last  Convention, 
with  still  another  class  awaiting  confirmation  on  the 
anniversary  day. 

These  latest  years  have  been  perhaps  most  char¬ 
acterized  by  their  increasing  missionary  spirit,  and  the 
growing  participation  of  the  parish  in  diocesan  af¬ 
fairs,  as  well  as  by  its  coming  more  into  touch  with 
the  general  work  of  the  Church  on  such  lines  as  those 
of  the  Girls’  Friendly  Society  and  the  Brotherhood 
of  St.  Andrew.  For  years  the  parish  was  represent¬ 
ed  among  the  diocesan  officers  of  the  Woman’s  Auxi¬ 
liary,  and  now  has  representation  upon  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  the  Sunday  School  Commission,  while 
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one  of  its  members  is  also  Treasurer  of  the  Diocese. 

The  Rector  has  during  the  past  summer  begun 
holding  services  at  what  is  known  as  the  Almont 
Church,  some  eight  miles  above  Lyons,  thus  serving 
somewhat  the  same  neighborhood  as  did  the  former 
mission  at  Hauntown,  services  at  which  had  been  dis¬ 
continued  since  the  Rev.  Wm.  Currie’s  time.  While 
no  formal  organization  has  been  attempted,  this  work 
has  already  resulted  in  numerous  baptisms  among 
vsome  of  the  families  of  the  neighborhood,  who  had 
previously  had  very  deficient  opportunities  for  attend¬ 
ing  public  worship,  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  further 
good  may  result. 

In  the  four  and  one-half  years  of  the  present 
rectorate,  up  to  the  date  of  writing,  (Dec.  1st)  we  find 
a  record  of  105  baptisms,  45  marriages,  and  45  bur¬ 
ials,  while  there  have  been  6  confirmation  classes  num¬ 
bering  89  individuals,  with  another  class  of  about  14 
under  instruction.  Surely  there  is  much  in  all  this 
of  encouragement  and  hope  for  the  future,  if  priest 
and  people  but  realize  in  common  all  the  privileges  of 
their  noble  inheritance,  and  the  high  responsibility 
laid  upon  them  to  live  as  worthy  representatives  of 
Christ  and  His  Church  in  this  communitv,  where  an 

•j  ' 

“open  door”  has  been  set  before  us. 

In  these  fifty  years  there  have  been  594  baptisms, 
440  confirmations,  166  marriages  and  254  burials,  and 
Grace  Church  parish  comes  to  this  happy  anniver¬ 
sary,  not  only  possessed  of  “houses  and  lands”  in  which 
one  may  feel  pardonable  pride,  but  of  what  is  far  bet¬ 
ter,  “a  good  report”  among  its  sister  parishes  in  the 
diocese,  from  its  beloved  Diocesan,  who  has  more  than 
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once  referred  to  it  as  among-  his  “reliable”  parishes, 
and  holding  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  in  which  its  members  have  ever  been  conspicu¬ 
ous  for  public  spirit,  for  interest  in  education  and 
philanthropy,  and  in  all  that  makes  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  humanity. 

This  book  would  not  be  complete  withont  a  final 
summing  up  of  the  parish  as  it  is  to-day,  with  all  its 

various  departments  of  activity. 

Parish  We  give  below  the  organizations  as 

Organizations,  they  stand  at  this  writing: 

Rector,  The  Rev.  T.  W. 

Jones,  D.  D. 

The  Vestry,  in  charge  of  the  temporalities  of 
the  parish,  has  varied  in  numbers  from  five  to  twelve 
members,  the  present  number  being  nine.  Altogether 
sixty-five  different  men  have  served  upon  this  official 
board  since  its  organization,  many  of  them  with  great 
faithfulness  and  zeal,  and  for  many  years  in  succession, 
the  services  of  the  late  R.  N.  Rand  and  of  R.  T.  T. 
Spence  being  perhaps  especially  conspicuous  in  these 
respects.  Of  the  present  vestry  several  have  already 
served  for  a  long  period.  It  is  this  year  constituted 
as  follows: 

Wardens:  D.  W.  Case,  A.  O.  Cole. 

Other  members;  G.  W.  Ashton,  A.  L.  Holmes, 
J.  F.  T.  Stamm,  John  H.  White,  S.  C.  Rand,  J.  E. 
Dolan,  E.  H.  Horst. 

Clerk,  J.  P.  T.  Stamm,  Treas.,  S.  C.  Rand, 

The  Choir,  under  its  present  form  of  a  vested 
choir  of  boys  and  men,  is  in  its  seventeenth  year  of 
continuous  service,  and  not  only  excceptably  supplies 
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the  service  of  song  in  the  sanctuary,  but  is  in  many 
ways  a  strong  factor  in  the  parish  life.  Undoubtedly 
its  continuity  and  efficiency  are  largely  owing  to  the 
devotion  of  choirmaster  and  organist,  both  of  whom 
have  been  with  it  since  its  formation.  It  has  some 
thirty-five  members  and  is  at  present  organized  as 
follows: 

Choirmaster,  Arthur  L.  Holmes. 

Asst.  Choirmaster,  Chas.  J.  Reusche. 

Organist,  Miss  Marion  Rand. 

Crucifer,  Carl  A.  Larson. 

Acolytes,  Harry  W.  Horst,  Howard  D.  Sievers. 

Librarian,  Howard  D.  Sievers. 

The  Sunday  School  seems  to  have  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  feature  of  parish  work  in  the  earliest  years. 
Though  sometimes  battling  with  difficulties,  its 
growth  in  the  more  recent  years  has  been  marked, 
while  the  proportion  of  boys  attending  is  altogether 
unusual,  owing,  of  course,  to  the  constitution  of  the 
choir.  The  organization  at  present  is  as  follows: 

Superintendent,  The  Rector. 

Secretary,  Miss  H.  E.  Henningsen. 

Asst.  Secretary,  Earl  P.  B.  Mayer. 

Treasurer,  S.  C.  Rand. 

Teachers: 

Mrs.  A.  O.  Cole,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Jones, 

Miss  Florence  Conway,  Miss  Mary  H.  Leimbach, 
Miss  Gertrude  M.  Davis,  Miss  Charlotte  Prichard, 
Miss  Hattie  Johnson,  Miss  Nona  Baldwin, 

Miss  Gertrude  Rohwedder,  A.  L.  Holmes, 

Miss  Lalla  Grohe,  John  H.  White. 

Supply  Teachers: 

Miss  Marion  Rand,  Miss  Lillian  Rohwedder. 
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Grace  Church  Guild,  the  oldest  of  the  similar 
organizations  of  the  parish,  embraces  the  married 
ladies,  and  has  a  membership  of  some  fifty-five.  It 
may  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  the  extremely  large 
membership  enrolled  in  the  several  organizations,  for 
the  size  of  the  parish,  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  re¬ 
sponsibility,  recognized  from  the  first  as  resting  upon 
each  communicant,  to  identify  oneself  with  one  or  the 
other  of  these  societies  for  setting  forward  the  par¬ 
ish  work,  which  in  turn  has  been  a  main  factor  in  the 
sometimes  unusual  results  achieved,  all  circumstances 
considered. 

Grace  Church  Guild  has  generally  been  foremost 
in  plans  for  building  improvements,  though  contribut¬ 
ing  largely  also  to  current  expenses  as  needs  arise. 
It  is  now  officered  as  follows: 

Manager,  Mrs.  James  H.  White. 

Asst.  Manager,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Tritschler. 

Secretary,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Case. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Leffingwell. 

St.  Margaret’s  Guild,  for  the  young  ladies  of 
the  parish,  at  first  worked  on  miscellaneous  lines,  but 
for  the  last  ten  years  has  especially  interested  itself 
in  meeting  the  choir  expenses,  with  occasional  contri¬ 
butions  to  other  purposes,  as  funds  permitted.  Its 
annual  fairs  and  entertainments  are  well  known  and 
popular.  It  has  at  present  a  membership  of  about 
thirty-five,  and  the  officers  for  the  current  year  are: 

Manager,  Miss  Louise  D.  Henningsen. 

Asst.  Managers,  Miss  Leah  Leedham,  Miss  Hat¬ 
tie  Peters. 

Secretary,  Miss  Mary  H.  Leimbach. 

Treasurer,  Miss  Emma  Jackson. 
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The  Woman’s  Auxiliary  is  the  representative 
of  missionary  work  among  the  ladies,  and  has  a  most 
honorable  record  among  similar  societies  of  the  dio¬ 
cese.  Its  influence  has  done  much  to  leaven  the  whole 
parish  with  missionary  zeal,  and  its  monthly  meetings 
are  always  largely  attended  and  full  of  interest.  It 
has  a  formal  membership  of  about  thirty-five,  with 
many  additional  occasional  contributors.  It  has  the 
following  officers: 

President,  Mrs.  O.  A.  Wade. 

Vice  President,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ahrens. 

Secretary,  Miss  H.  E.  Henningsen. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  Wm.  Heupel. 

Librarian  for  Church  Periodical  Club,  Miss  L. 
D.  Henningsen. 

Secretary  for  Babies’  Branch,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Childs. 

St.  Helena’s  Guild,  which  embraced  the  young¬ 
er  girls,  has  recently  been  transformed  into  a  chapter 
of  the  Girls’  Friendly  Society,  of  which  Mrs.  T. 
W.  Jones  is  Secretary,  and  will  doubtless  in  time  give 
a  good  account  of  itself  as  such.  It  has  started  with 
a  membership  of  twenty-five. 

The  Grace  Church  Social  Club  has  studied 
history,  literature,  etc.,  provided  art  talks,  and  last 
year  secured  a  course  of  University  Extension  lectures. 
It  is  organized  in  two  chapters,' the  Alpha  Chapter 
doing  literary,  and  the  Dorcas  Chapter  philanthropic 
work.  The  officers  of  the  Club  are: 

President,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Cole. 

Vice  President,  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Damour, 

Secretarv,  Miss  Harriet  D.  Peters. 

Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  F.  T.  Stamm. 

Asst.  Treasurer,  Mr.  D.  W.  Case. 
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The  Choir  Chub,  as  an  organization  distinct 
from  the  choir  itself,  has  recently  gone  out  of  exist¬ 
ence,  voting  its  property  to  the  choir,  and  its  cash  on 
hand  to  the  Jubilee  Fund. 

The  newest  of  the  parish  organizations  is  the  re¬ 
cently  formed  chapter  of  that  noble  society  of  men 
for  spiritual  work  among  men,  known  as  The  Broth¬ 
erhood  oe  St.  Andrew.  It  has  elected  Mr.  John 
H.  White  as  Director,  and  Mr.  Henry  A.  Sino  as  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Treasurer,  and  is  entering  upon  its  work 
with  a  goodly  membership  and  marked  interest. 

And  so  we  come  to  the  hap- 
The  Anniversary  py  day  we  celebrate,  and  to  the 
Day.  end  of  our  story.  Gladly  would 

we  include  in  this  little  volume 
an  account  of  all  the  details  of  the  festival,  of  the  in¬ 
spiring  service  of  thanksgiving  in  which  bishops, 
priests,  and  people  join  in  grateful  praise  to  Almigh¬ 
ty  God  for  His  mercies  graciously  vouchsafed  through 
all  these  years,  or  of  the  happy  evening  hour,  as  one 
and  all  unite  around  a  common  board  in  mutual  cheer 
and  fellowship,  not  forgetting  the  many  absent  friends 
whose  hearts  we  know  are  with  us  on  this  day,  as 
memory  recalls  the  little  church  which  was  associated, 
for  them,  with  the  most  sacred  of  life’s  experiences. 
But  such  |cannot  be,  and  we  must  content  ourselves 
with  giving  in  full  the  program  arranged  for  the  day. 

*  * .  * 
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Celebrant; 

Tht  lit.  "Rem.  Arthur  yriurellgn  minimus,  g.  Jl., 

Assisted  bfi 

Tire  Heu.  ^TIeu  lurid,  gpistnler,  uud  TIte  lieu.  T.  IK. 

Iuues,  (Suspeler. 


Organ  Prelude— “Lovely  Appear  Over  the  Mountains,”  from  “The 

Redempti  on ,  ’  * . Gounod. 

Processional  Hymn — No.  35,  “Hark!  the  Voice  Eternal” . Lutkin, 

Confirmation  Hymn — No.  345,  “My  Faith  Looks  Up  to  Thee,” . Mason. 

CONFIRcMA  TIO&C. 

Introit— “Te  Deum  Laudamus,” . Fzank. 

Kyrie, . Gounod, 

Gloria  Tibi, . Ciuikshank. 

Laus  Tibi, . Ciuikshank. 

Credo, . Cruikshank. 

Hymn— No.  470,  “All  People  that  on  Earth  do  Dwell,” . Bourgeois. 

SERcMON: 

f&Hzofrove  3£tet>i«  ^j&ovvi&oxt)  gL  gL, 
$i&\jop  of 

Offertory— “Praise  ye  the  Father,” . Gounod. 

Presentation— “Holy  Offerings,” . Redhead. 

Sanctus, . : . . . Gounod. 

Benedictus, . Gounod. 

Agnus  Dei, . Gounod. 

Communion  Hymn— No.  220,  “Draw  Nigh  and  Take  the  Body  of  the 

Lord,” . Brown. 

Gloria  in  Excelsis, . Old  Chant. 

Ablutions,  “Nunc  Dimittis,” . Anon 

Recessional  Hymn— No.  520,“  Rejoice,  Ye  Pure  in  Heart” . Messitei . 

Organ— “Postlude  in  D,” . Hanis . 
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Grace, . Rt.  Rev  Arthur  l.  williams,  d.  d. 

Quartette, . ...Rose  Croix  Quartette. 

Solo, . Mr.  Harry  F.  Sievers. 

Duet, . . . Mr.  Walter  L.  McArthur,  Miss  Lilian  A  Briggs. 

Solo, . Mrs.  Frank  W-  Leedham. 


Trrast  faster,  Hem.  (5.  J)  muling. 


The  Church  in  Nebraska, . 

The  Church  in  Iowa, . 

Our  Sister  Parish, . 

Grace  Church  Parish, . 

The  Clinton  Clergy, . 

The  Rector, . 

The  Vestry, . 

Grace  Church  Guild, . 

Grace  Church  Choir, . 

St.  Margaret’s  Guild, . 

The  Board  of  Missions, . 

The  Woman’s  Auxiliary, . 

The  Girls’  Friendly  Society,  .. 

St.  Andrew’s  Brotherhood, . 

The  Sunday  School, . 

Our  Sunday  School  Teachers, 

Our  Absent  Friends, . 

Doxology, . 

BENEDICTION, . 


. Rt.  Rev.  Arthur  L.  Williams,  D.  D. 

. Rt.  Rev.  Theodore  N.  Morrison,  D.  D. 

. Mr.  Frank  C.  Brayton. 

. Mr.  Ward  W.  Cook. 

. Rev.  Thomas  W.  Jones,  D.  D. 

. ...Rev.  William  H.  Foulkes. 

. Mrs.  Ansel  O.  Cole. 

. Mr.  Dudley  W.  Case. 

. Miss  Henriette  E.  Henningsen, 

. Mr.  John  W.  Claussen. 

. Mrs.  Oscar  A.  Wade. 

. Rev.  John  C.  Sage. 

. Miss  Emma  C.  Jackson. 

. Mr.  Claude  E.  Harrison. 

. . Mr.  John  H.  White. 

. Miss  Gertrude  O.  Rodman. 

. Miss  Ella  Louise  Morrison. 

. Grace  Church  Choir  Leading. 

Rt.  Rev.  Theodore  n.  Morrison,  D.  D. 
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In  what  spirit  shall  we  go  forth  into 
Finis,  the  new  era  of  our  parish  life?  Surely  not 
in  one  of  boasting  or  conceit  of  aught  we 
have  done,  but  with  humbleness  of  mind,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  merciful  leadings  of  a  Heavenly  Father,  and 
earnestly  resolved  to  be  more  faithful  and  loyal  to 
His  love  in  the  years  to  come. 

“O  Triune  God,  with  heart  and  voice  adoring, 
Praise  we  the  goodness  that  doth  crown  our  days; 
Pray  we  that  Thou  wilt  hear  us,  still  imploring 
Thy  love  and  favor,  kept  to  us  always.” 
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